HEADLINES

15 February 2000

Division of Public Information

KOHA DITORE

· Preda Mrkic - paramilitary who controls north of Mitrovica (exclusive: Koha Ditore in north of Mitrovica: Mitrovica Serbs say that together with KFOR we defeated "terrorists"; expulsion of Albanians from their houses continues; Avni Haredinaj killed last night by KFOR buried; KFOR announces calmness in Mitrovica and strict control over crime; Serbs have evacuated their families and only armed man stay in north; p.1)

· EU foreign ministers meeting - Situation in Mitrovica remains explosive (Robin Cook: Great Britain has sent military reinforcements in Mitrovica and is prepared to help further more building of peace in Kosovo", Hubert Vedrine: "In Kosovo there are forces who don't want co-existence between Albanian majority and Serbian minority", p.1 and 2)

· Vedrine: French soldiers are in a very difficult position (French foreign minister in an interview for French television RTL, p.1 and 2)

· Robertson: Attacks on soldiers won't be tolerated (NATO Secretary-General George Robertson in a statement on Mitrovica, p.1 and 2)

· Absence of police - license for crime (Solana requests urgently from the EU ministers policemen from Kosovo p.1 and 2)

· IAC meeting without news for public opinion (Thaçi, Rugova, Qosja didn't comment the emergency meeting of the IAC; in the press release of the IAC it was said that IAC members supported the emergency security measures proposed by Kouchner to enable security and freedom of movement for all communities in Mitrovica and protect property of those displaced as a result of violence as well as their freedom to return, p.3)

· Kosumi: Mitrovica - political failure of the Albanians (Bajram Kosumi, PPK chairman, blames Albanian members of the IAC for Mitrovica, p.3)

· Austria prepares a new strategy to fight crime in Kosovo (chief of Austrian state security criticizes the lack of people in the UN Mission in Kosovo, Standard, p.3)

· SNC protests for the expulsion of Albanians (Serb National Council in a press release issued Monday in Gracanica protested against the expulsion of Albanians from northern Mitrovica, p.3)

· Thaçi - Ceka expressed interest to regulate the situation (chairman of Party of Democratic Alliance, Neritan Ceka, in a visit in Kosovo, p.4)

· Third class of cadets of KPS starts training on 21 February (it was announced in the UNMIK Police press briefing, p.4) 

· In prisons in Serbia only 250 people (CDHRF in Gjakova has confirmed reports that in the period March 98 - June 99, 750 people were killed, while 700 are missing, p. 4)

· 47 persons arrested - among them women and children (KFOR raids Albanians families in Bosnian neighborhood; according to KFOR officials the reason for the raid was the search of weapons, but Albanians whose houses have been raided speak for a brutal attitude of KFOR soldiers as well as for mistreatment and confiscation of money and jewelry, p.5)

· McPherson: None arrested for the murder of seven Albanians (Gary McPherson, UNMIK Police Deputy Commissioner on investigations in Mitrovica, p.5)

· French targeted - KFOR responds (French media on the events in Mitrovica, p.6)

· Rada Trajkovic: We didn't enter IAC before the return of refugees (Kosovo Serbs refuse the inclusion of their representatives in the IAC, p.6)

· Bildt: Democratic policy of Montenegro - positive example for all of Balkans (UN Special Envoy for Balkans, Carl Bildt visited Podgorica, Beta, p.7)

· Aguilar: Situation in Mitrovica can "infect" all of Kosovo (press briefing of the representatives of Executive Council of Prishtina region, p.9)

· B1 left Kosovo without electricity (on Sunday, at about 13.00, Kosovo Power Corporation lost half of its production, p.11)

· We won't give a dime to Kouchner (humanitarian funds of former Bukoshi government transform into independent funds, a letter of the chairmen of fund branches from Western European countries, p.11)

ZËRI

· French killed Albanian civilian ("There were three, Avni, Bajram Jaha and another. They went to Bosnian neighborhood to help our nephew. He climbed the wall to enter the house. There he was shot, at Rok's house. French and Serbs were together at the Bosnian neighborhood, it is not known who of them shot," said Ali Haradini, the brother of the killed Avni Haradini, p.1 and 3)

· Dream of the Serb regime (dream of the Serb regime is build upon our confrontation with the West, KFOR and UNMIK, it was said in the commentary of Blerim Shala, paper's publisher, p.1)

· Vedrine: There is no "French policy" in Kosovo (chief of French diplomacy underlined that "our program is not to secure an ethnic homogeneity in Kosovo on the Albanian base. This has to be said clearly. So we protect also the rights of Serbs who have remained in Kosovo", p.1 and 2)

· Robertson: Attack of French KFOR soldiers, in interest of Milosevic ("This attack will help the interests of Milosevic to create a climate of instability in Kosovo," said George Robertson, NATO Secretary-General in his statement for the press, p.2)

· Albanians given an ultimatum to leave their houses (last night, at about 17.00 hours, in the Ibri neighborhood, French KFOR has evacuated the Albanian women and children giving them a very short notice to leave their homes, p.2)

· Objective: United Mitrovica in united Kosovo (IAC gathers for an emergency meeting and issues a statement on Mitrovica, p.3)

· General Reinhardt and Dr. Kouchner condemn violence in Mitrovica (KFOR and UNMIK issue a statement for the press, p.3)

· Priority duty - collection of taxes and customs (Alan Person and Ali Sadria, co-chairmen of Department of Budget of Finance in an interview for Zëri, p.4)

· Albanians guilty for situation in Mitrovica (according to Belgrade officials and Serb media, p.4)

· Washington Post: NATO has the list of troublemakers which Belgrade has sent to Mitrovica ("I don't know how we will return where we were," said a UN policemen, serving in Kosovo since last September, p.5)

· Increase of number of policemen requested (EU foreign ministers discuss Mitrovica, p.5)

· 300 policemen sent to north (number of international policemen in Mitrovica increased, p.5)

· Pact with future (why Kosovo is not represented in the structures of Stability Pact, a column of Shkelzen Maliqi, p.7)

· Why all of this unlawfulness? (who needs so much the unlawfulness - merchants, businessman, domestic and foreign smugglers or new administrators, a column by Jakup Krasniqi, p.7)

· Milestone of Kosovo statehood (30 years of Prishtina University, p.14)

· Registration of population - in the beginning of April (press briefing of the members of Executive Regional Committee of Prishtina, p.15) 

RILINDJA 

· Albanians expelled and arrested (terror and persecution continue in northern Mitrovica. Number of arrested reaches over 60, p.1 and 4)

· New security measures for Mitrovica (the only topic of discussion in yesterday's meeting of IAC was the situation in Mitrovica after the recent events, in order to restore security and peace, p.1 and 2)

· Prishtina University marks 30th anniversary (p.1)

· Mitrovica the greatest current challenge for Kosovo (the visit of the delegation of Kosovo Social Democrat Party in Mitrovica, p.2)

· French KFOR has taken 40 Albanians! (the reaction of the Albanian Republican Party, p.3)

· Violence must be end (German press on the events in Kosovo, p.5)

· 400 additional policemen to be sent to Kosovo (with the decision of the European Union, p.5)

· They withdrew when they were most needed (Nicholas Wood, BBC correspondent, on the accusations on KFOR that it has not intervened in Mitrovica to save the citizens, p.6) 

· Paris and KFOR reject claims of "Washington Post" (an article by Jean Dominique Marchet, p.6)

· Open letter of dissatisfaction to IAC (from the Council of Protest of Kosovo National Bank workers, p.7)

· We request our return to work Mr. Kouchner (a letter of the workers of former Kosovo bodies (Presidency, Parliament, and Executive Council) sent to the UN Administrator for Kosovo, Bernard Kouchner, p.7)

· Preparations for population registration (the press briefing of regional administrators in Prishtina, p.11)

· Freedom is bleeding every day (over 20,000 citizens protested in Lipjan against the violence in Mitrovica, p.18)

· UNMIK and KFOR are obliged to solve the Mitrovica problem (the meeting of the Albanian National Democratic Party of Kosovo regarding the events in Mitrovica, p.18)

BOTA SOT 

· Bloody 13 February (chronology on the latest events in Mitrovica, p.1 and 2,3,5,6,16,17)

· Mitrovica phenomenon ("Belgrade has requested today from the Security Council an urgent meeting through which it intends to undertake a diplomatic retribution towards the international community after Sunday events in Mitrovica", an editorial by Mero Baze, p.1 and 5) 

· Mitrovica is our land that cannot be given away (a general protest in the center of Peja/Pec, p.1 and 4)

· 400 policemen are expected to be sent (EU sources inform that on Monday it is expected that EU Foreign Ministers will sent more police officers to Kosovo as a response to the urgent call of the Chief of Foreign Policy, Javier Solana. They inform that during last week, Solana had discussions with COMKFOR Klaus Reinhardt and UN Administrator for Kosovo Bernard Kouchner, p.1 and 2)

· UNMIK: "The promises we gave you are no longer valid" (the letter of the workers of former bodies of Kosovo sent to the Interim Administrative Council of Kosovo, p.1 and 4)

· KFOR will not tolerate attacks against its troops (NATO Secretary-General George Robertson said Monday that NATO will react harshly towards the attacks against its peacekeepers in Kosovo, p.2)

· Reinhardt in Mitrovica yesterday (COMKFOR General Klaus Reinhardt visited Mitrovica yesterday to supervise military operations and to be closer to his soldiers, said KFOR spokesman Hening Philip in today's press briefing, p.2)

· IAC to discuss Mitrovica today afternoon (it is learned that the current situation in Mitrovica and the strategy to solve the difficult situation in this town will be discussed, p.2)

· 100 police officers to be deployed as reinforcements (UNMIK spokeswoman Nadia Younes in today's press briefing stated that 100 international police officers will go to Mitrovica as reinforcements, p.3)

· Kouchner asks for help, neither from UN nor from NATO, but only from France (an editorial by Teki Dërvishi, p.3)

· KFOR arrests 40 persons (after the violence in Mitrovica, Reuters, p.3)

· UNMIK and KFOR to take over control of all institutions (the meeting of the LDK branch in Mitrovica, p.5)

· We will continue with protests (the letter of Kosovo National Bank workers sent to the Interim Administrative Council of Kosovo, p.5)  

· KFOR soldiers will open fire without pre-announcement against those who don’t respect curfew in Mitrovica (due to the tensioning of yesterday's situation in Mitrovica the curfew in this town during the next 15 days will be from 18:00 to 6:00, KIC, p.6)

· Repetition of horror (LDK Presidency supports all efforts to stabilize the situation in Mitrovica, p.6)

· We accept of not having such good results (BBC interview with Ron Redmond, UNHCR Chief, regarding the critics in the last UNCHR independent report, p.8)
KOSOVA SOT 

· Fighting stops, raid and banishment continues (KFOR confirms that 45 Albanians and one Serb were arrested, CDHRF in Mitrovica indicates that 900 Albanians were forced top leave from North to South part of the town, as a result of violence and insecurity only during the two last days, p. 1 and 3) 

· IAC: “Keeping Mitrovica united in united Kosovo remains a political objective (these measures include the additional officials of UNMIK Police and the creation of Judiciary in Mitrovica appointing international prosecutors and judges, p. 1 and 2)

· Mitrovica, a symbol of united Kosovo or a Berlin of Europe (editorial, p. 2)

· Lary Rossin: US military and nation will remain for a long time engaged for Kosovo (said Mr. Lary Rosin, Chief of US Office in Kosovo, in his visit to Ferizaj/Urosevac, p. 2)

· KFOR: “The snipers were Albanian” (at the KFOR regular press conference it was reported that two snipers that were caught injured after a fire exchange with KFOR troops at about 12:30, were Albanians, p. 2)

· De Saquie does not speak English and calls yesterday fighting “clashes between extremists” (the French General, De Saquie, said that 46 persons were arrested, 45 of who were Albanians, and also stressed that KFOR still did not find who really was behind the isolated snipers, p. 3)

· Late Avni Haradinaj was not armed at all (was said at the statement of Mitrovica Municipal Council signed by Bajram Rexhepi, Chairman, p. 3)

· Robertson: “Last incident suite Milosevic (NATO Secretary General, George Robertson, reacted regarding the incidents in Mitrovica, p. 4)

· Official Belgrade motivates new disturbances in Kosovo (Albanian diplomacy condemns the violent acts in Mitrovica, p. 4)

· Rrahman Rama: KPC was not involved in the last events (said the Commander of Zone IV of Protection, Rrahman Rama, for Kosova Sot, p. 4) 
· For the start, 1,8 million EURO (according to the Coordinator of the Pact for Stability, Bodo Hombach, European Bank of Investments put 900 million EURO into disposition until now, p. 4) 

· “Division of Kosovo means a new war…” (said Tom Koenigs, Head of UNMIK Civil Administration, for the paper “Tagesspiegel”, p. 5)

· Efforts to stabilize situation in Mitrovica being supported (LDK presidency, in a statement regarding the situation in Mitrovica said that Mitrovica is going through the Kosovo terror of last year, p. 5) 

· “USA will help the managing of Trepça” (Alush Gashi, LDK senior official, p. 6)

· European Community “eases” the air sanctions against Serbia (p.6) 
· Agilar: “Mitrovica is a problem that could infect the whole region” (the civil registration will start on 1 April, in order to start with the elections in September and October, which will be only in local level, p. 6)

· UNMIK Police strengthens its lines in Mitrovica (according to UNMIK Spokeswoman, Nadia Younes, UNMIK Police is preparing the strategic plan of sending 100 police officers in Mitrovica, p. 7)   
