HEADLINES

31 July 2000

Division of Public Information

KOHA DITORE

· Balkans needs Europe and Europe needs Balkans ("When fate of something depends on two parties, the understanding or the misunderstanding of both parties turns into a key factor for things to move forward. Europe, supervisor of the peninsula, mustn't fall in any way into the trap of Balkans intrigues and mutual jealousies. From their side, the people of the Balkans must finally understand that in the same way they went together towards disaster, they should now walk together towards rescue," said Ismail Kadare, the renowned Albanian writer, in an article for Koha Ditore, p.1 and 10)

· Macedonian Army's APC damaged by an explosive device (the APC was patrolling alongside Kosovo-Macedonia border when it ran into an explosive device Saturday, p.1 and 2)

· Illegal arms found, wedding party disturbs KFOR (KFOR on the last 24 hours in Kosovo, p.2)

· Don't impede the newsman (the united position and determination of Kosovo journalists to defend the freedom of press was also expressed in the press briefing held last week by the Kosovo Journalists Association, p.2)

· Shocked Frenchwoman leaves Kosovo Monday (the UNICEF staff member was lightly wounded when three Albanians in masks who tried to rob her apartment in Mitrovica; after arresting the attackers, UNMIK Police released them, p.1 and 2) 

· Holbrook: "Nobody wants the Fifth Balkans War" (according to the U.S. Ambassador to the UN, the Fifth Balkans War in the territory of former Yugoslavia would endanger the vital interests of the western military alliance, p.1 and 3)

· There cannot be a peaceful change of power in Serbia (according to the Washington Post, Milosevic is the biggest individual threat to peace in the Southeastern Europe, p.1 and 3)

· Serb opposition joins against Milosevic (the name of the joint opposition candidate will be made known next week, but sources from these parties say that Vojislav Kostunica, chairman of the Serb Democratic Party, is the main candidate, p.3) 

· "You Albanians gave to me something very precious" ("I regret that Belgrade wasn't bombed in 1989… I think that the United States should have undertaken a strong action against Milosevic since the beginning," said Stephen Schwartz, author of "Kosovo: Background to a War", in an interview with Koha Ditore, p.1 and 4)

· One missing Serb and one wounded Albanians (during last night 26 people were arrested in Prizren due to curfew violations, p.5)

· 100 DM for intimidation of LDK offices (a campaign of pressure and threat on the LDK members in Lipjan; unidentified persons brutally beat Ahmet Zeqiri, chairman of the LDK branch in the village of Hallaq i Vogel, p.5)

ZËRI

· Powerless Kosovo (Why today's political and legal position of Kosovo is weak? Why local elections cannot change much this position? What could happen to the process for resolution of the Kosovo issue in the event Milosevic loses September election? An analysis by Blerim Shala, the paper's publisher, p.1 and 3)

· Symbols of transition ("Symbols of a well-organized society are lacking here: the Parliament, the Government; the police; judiciary, banks, electricity, water, cleaning trucks, social security, customs and fiscal system… All these are in the 'process of being established' by UNMIK and us. We are in transition. Until when?" it was said in a commentary by Adrian Bardhi, p.1)

· Crime, corruption and cultural tradition (Christopher Walker, an American analyst for the Balkans, is of the opinion that long-term implications of the Balkans corruption and criminality would have to be concerning for Americans and Europeans who have invested a lot in Balkans' stability, p.2)

· Again incident with a wedding party (American KFOR soldiers stopped the wedding party traveling through the village of Mogilla and told them to remove the Albanian flags from their vehicles before entering the Serb part of the village. Two of the people from the wedding party who were more aggressive were arrested while the others agreed to remove the flags, p.2)

· Mine explosion destroyed a Macedonian APC (the incident happened near the village of Tanushes, 200 meters inside the Macedonian territory, p.2)

· KFOR and UNMIK have signed a security plan for elections ("The period of election campaign could have a limited use of violence, but we are prepared to overcome it since the beginning," said COMKFOR General Juan Ortuno, adding that there is a plan signed by KFOR and UNMIK and that KFOR will have additional troops in this period, p.1 and 3)

· George Robertson concerned over situation in Balkans (as for Kosovo, Robertson and Jospin are of the same opinion that UNMIK and KFOR are continuing with protection of people there and are contributing to local elections preparations, which would be held this autumn, to be followed by building a strong civil society, p.1 and 3)

· Kosovo still without a banking system (the Microenterprise Bank, the only bank so far in Kosovo, will soon have a company of local banks with mixed capital, because it is expected that three banks will start their operations: the Economic Bank, the BANKKOS and the Credit Bank, p.1 and 5)  

· Speculators don't care about graves (Serbia and Serb regime remain the number one enemy of Albanians, while Kosovo Serbia's savior from sanctions; a report on the market in Rogane, near the border with Serbia, p.9)

· Serbs beat an Albanian to senselessness in Mitrovica (as usual, the police together with KFOR arrive late in the site, after Serb rebels have left, p.10)

UNMIK DIRECT (Koha Ditore, Zëri)

· You can go home again (a report on the efforts on repatriation of Kosovars from Western countries, p.1)

· Night into day with the UNMIK Police (This is the second of a two-part series on a day (and night) in the life of an UNMIK police officer. The first part, "Day into night", was carried in the 2 July issue of UNMIK Direct, p.1 and 3)

· First elections: above all a free vote for decentralization (The new regulation setting out the size, composition and procedures for Kosovo's future municipalities as the third, but by no means least important, tier of the Joint Interim Administrative Structure will be signed this week. Here, the second of two articles focuses on political discussions that preceded the regulation's approval earlier this month by the Interim Administrative Council, p. 2)

· This week in the KTC (p.3)

· The importance of business taxation (with all eyes on civil registration, we tend to overlook another registration just as important to Kosovo's future, especially to its future as a viable economic entity: the registration of business and their payment of taxes, p.4)

· JIAS news (p.4)

BOTA SOT

· KFOR Russian soldiers arrested persons from the wedding party (according to the KFOR daily report, p.1 and 2)

Independent Kosovo - a powerful voice is heard from Washington! ("Yugoslavia doesn’t exist anymore and for sometime now it hasn’t existed. I am willing to pay money and bet and tell everyone that there are still people, even at the State Department - and this is no secret - who believe that Yugoslavia exists, but do you know that there is no Yugoslavia in this planet. Those who believe and feed to this, live in some other planet and for America there is only a Croatia, there is only a Bosnia, there is only a Slovenia and there is only place called Kosova, Kosova, therefore you," said the U.S. Congressman Dana Rochenbach, during the dinner on the honor of the delegation from Kosovo, p.1 and 3)

· Sorroism made in Serbia of Prishtina (an editorial by Skender Buçpapaj, the paper's editor-in-chief, regarding the accusations against Bota Sot during the roundtable "Media and Elections" held in Prishtina, p.1 and 4)

· Who kidnapped Mr. Shaban Manaj? (a column by Elida Buçpapaj regarding the recent kidnapping of Shaban Manaj, an LDK activist, p.3)

· LDK, PDK and AAK, main contenders to win local elections 2000 (a report on the activity of Kosovo political parties three months before elections, p.9)

· Where the door step is defended ("A freedom fighter, in his best years, who came out an invalid from fighting with Serbs, with sincerity said that once you get used to the smell of gunpowder it is hard to get rid of it. He, same as many his age, left his young bride and hurried to join the war for the liberation of Kosovo" a photo report from fighting in eastern Kosovo, p.1, 16 and 17)

RILINDJA

· When will the actual reconstruction of houses begin?! (a report on the reconstruction efforts in the Municipality of Kaçanik, p.1)

· Credits for small and middle enterprises (the European Agency for Reconstruction and the World Bank will start to issue credits from September for enterprises in the Gjilan/Gnjilane area, p.1)

· Opening new tracks for development of Kosovo (UNDP intermediates in the creation of the Association of Italian-Kosovar silversmiths, p.1 and 4)

KOSOVA SOT

· Participants agree that in Arlie the first positive step was made (Mahmut Bakalli, leader of Kosovo in the 70s, said that the main obligation of Serb community is to overcome as soon as possible the confusion in which they find themselves and to live in Kosovo like in their community, and together with Albanians and other ethnic groups to engage in political and democratic processes for building the state of Kosovo, free, independent, democratic and with equal rights for all ethnic groups p.1 and 3)

· Serb gangs injure one Albanian (during the night three incidents occurred in Mitrovica, p.1 and 2)

· All agree to pay, yet no one pays (“By not paying the power they have spent, the media give the worst example, while leaving the KEK in a very bad condition and in unable to reactivate the power plants and give salaries to its workers” said Sylejman Aliu, editor-in-chief of Bota Sot p.1 and 3)

· Russian soldiers arrested three people from the wedding parties in Korentin (according to KFOR spokesman Scot Slaton, Russian soldiers went to Koretin after several shootings were heard and advised the wedding party to stop shooting, but they didn’t comply. After that, another unit was sent to the location and reinforcement from air was requested, after a while the situation was under control p.2)

· Kouchner went for a visit to Turkey (after the refusal of Turkish minority to register, p.3)

· Self-organized return to Kosovo is announced (Zoran Babic from the  village of Gjurakovc, in a statement with Beta agency said that the desire of the initiators of this action is to avoid dilemmas if the state can provide return of the members of the Yugoslav Army and the Serbian Ministry of Internal Affairs to Kosovo p.4)

