HEADLINES

23 August 2000
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KOHA DITORE

· Election slogan: "My municipality - my decision" (at a press briefing held yesterday at the OSCE it was said that registration centers would open again Monday and until 30 August the registered would have the possibility to confirm their registration, p.1)

· UAE solider killed one Albanian and wounded another (KFOR Spokesman Scott Slaton, stressed that the soldier opened fire after the person and his son "became aggressive against Arab KFOR soldiers"; Albanian sources claim that in the check point of the UAE soldiers in the village of Frasher at the outskirts of Mitrovica, on Monday, at about 1900 hours, checking on Gani Rexhepi (51) and his son Artan (26) was followed by insults, p.1)

· General Ortuno anticipates increase of violence (an analysis of Jane's Defence Weekly said that there should be no illusions that Kosovo is heading towards peace and democracy, p.2)

· Even lead under protectorate (in a press release issued by French Foreign Ministry, it was said that France supported the UNMIK and KFOR action in Zveçan, p.1 and 2)

· Representatives of Milosevic's regime are not allowed in Kosovo (the Belgrade-based paper Blic said that UNMIK Police was given a list with 30 names of undesired Serbs, p.2)

· "Time has passed when in Kosovo everything was decided by a single leader…" (Hashim Thaçi and Fatmir Limaj met the Albanian community in New York, p.1 and 3)

· Seven years in love with Kosovo and its people (O. Terry Heselius, the outgoing director of the Mercy Corps International in Kosovo, in an interview with Koha Ditore, p.1 and 5) 

ZËRI

· Slow destruction of Kosovo society ("Everything is sanctioned with federal laws of 1977," said Nekibe Kelmendi, co-head of the Department of Local Administration. Although these laws for fighting and preventing drug use sanction even 10 years of imprisonment for traffickers, in Kosovo nobody ended in prison yet; the traffic of narcotics, alcohol and cigarettes is even not listed as a serious crime, p.1 and 5)

· American Army is the strongest in peace (Al Gore opposed his rival George Bush regarding his claims on the deployment of American forces throughout the world, p.2)

· Mistreatments are continuing (Riza Halimi, Mayor of Presevo, writes to the Chief of Vranje District and the Chief of Serb police in Presevo, p.2)

· UNMIK: "It was not a grave of killed Serbs" ("Blic is mistaken when it says that the grave was of killed Serbs," said UNMIK Spokeswoman Susan Manuel, explaining that the majority of bodies found are Albanians, but "there are also some Serbs", p.2) 

· Shots in the village of Gracko (KFOR informs that last night there was a drive-by shooting in the direction of a house in Gracko, p.2)

· UAE soldier killed one Albanian and wounded another (KFOR soldier fired at Gani Rexhepi (51) and his son Artan Rexhepi (20); Gani died, whereas his son is being treated at the Moroccan hospital, p.1 and 3)

· As a response to an attack, two persons shot and one died (KFOR on the incident in the village of Frasher, p.3)

· US$ 500,000 for "My municipality - my decision" (the latest on the preparation on municipal elections were presented at the regular weekly briefing at the OSCE, p.3)

· American office: We are following up the Airlie House model (representatives of Albanians and Serbs are meeting today at the American Office in Prishtina, p.3)

· Commander and three soldiers of the UÇPMB are in Bondsteel (the detained were sent to Gjilan/Gnjilane where they names were identified by a police computer as being UÇPMB soldiers, p.1 and 4) 

· No to building of 50 new mosques in Kosovo! (the Kosovo Liberal Center Party said that the Arab states are confirming that they didn't come to Kosovo to distribute humanitarian assistance but to engage in religious propaganda, p.4)

· The people with their free vote decide on Kosovo (an information of the PDK Information Office on the meeting of Hashim Thaçi and Fatmir Limaj with compatriots in New York, p.5)

· Return programmes and implementation possibilities ("If there would be improvisations and simplifications in the projects for 'political' returns, and instead of the civilizing and human objective the returns to be used as means for establishing peace - such returns could produce additional crises," said Rifat Blaku, an expert of population and migration, in a column for Zeri, p.7)

· Kouchner said 600, UNMIK paid 1,973 Serb workers (presumably, the number of Serb workers that are being paid by UNMIK is being artificially increased, whereas it cannot be said that the same criteria are being applied when it comes to Albanian workers dismissed by the Serb regime, p.8) 

DITA 

· Opposition by Albright and Cohen (following the statement of George Bush on the withdrawal of American troops from Kosovo, p.1 and 2)

· UNMIK bans Serb officials from entering Kosovo (among the SPS officials who cannot enter Kosovo is Zivorad Igic, Novak Bjelic, Dragutin Markovic and Dragutin Milovanovic, p.1)

· At least pine trees to be saved (a big forest fire is spreading in the municipality of Ferizaj/Urosevac, p.1)

· Violence in Kosovo is exercised by Belgrade (in a meeting with compatriots in New York, Hashim Thaçi said there were the Serb secret services those who are killing Albanians in order to incite quarrels and divisions among Albanians, p.2)

· Arab KFOR kills an Albanian and wounds his son (a tragic incident in the village of Frasher, near Vushtrri, p.3)

· Information campaign to be launched next week (the OSCE held its regular press briefing focused on the upcoming local elections in Kosovo, p.3)

RILINDJA 

· Pressure increases to stop cooperation with UNMIK (the Serb workers of the lead metallurgy receive UNMIK payments but continue with protests; Leposavic leaders are pressuring the Serb workers not to talk to UNMIK; the Belgrade policy influences Leposavic and Zvecan; Novak Bjelic declared persona non grata, p.1 and 2)

· The European Parliament assigned 250,000 DEM (to help the schools in the Presevo municipality, p.1)

· Turks (Albanians never had better relations with anyone than Turks, therefore their relations are really brotherly, a commentary by Rushit Ramabaja, the paper's news editor, p.2)

· American call (the participants of the Airlie House meet today in Prishtina, p.2) 

· 30 SPS officials banned from entering Kosovo (this decision was made in order to prevent turmoil in Kosovo before and during local elections, p.1 and 2)

· The period of voters confirmations is valid until then (the OSCE sets 31 August as the date for launching the election media campaign, p.1 and 3)

· Mosques in Kosovo are not a priority (the PQLK commented on the statements of UAE Foreign Minister on the intention of build 50 mosques in Kosovo, p.5)

BOTA SOT

· German Bundeswehr to protect elections in Kosovo (it was announced by the German Defence Minister, Rudolph Scharping, p.1 and 3)

· Party - intelligence service ("Thaçi again croaks," a commentary of the paper on the statements of Hashim Thaçi during his visit to the United States, p.2)

· A KFOR soldier from the UAE killed one Albanian and wounded his son (the KFOR daily report on the incidents in Kosovo, p.2)

· Serb criminals accused of murdering the Hajrizi family, face the court of law  (the KFOR press center in Mitrovica announced the start of the trial of Serb criminals accused on murdering Agim Hajrizi, his son and mother the first night of NATO bombings, p.1 and 3)

· Local elections don't have to do with status of Kosovo (it was said in the regular OSCE press briefing, p.1 and 3)

· Now it is the time to decide on the fate of Kosovo, and not for murdering the political leaders! (the aftermath of the attack on the political parties center in Prishtina; is there security for politicians in their offices, p.4)

· The Mirena family: All males of our house were taken away (a visit in the Mirena family, whose 16 men and boys are still missing, p.1, 16 and 17)

KOSOVA SOT

· Bench of judges rejected all evidences of prosecutors - the theft remained unresolved (is the theft case of the organization "ADRA" questioning the efficiency of the judicial system in Kosovo, p.1)

· Ortuno foresees political and ethnic violence (experts say that Ortuno's warning is based on indications that arms are being used more often, which with all the raids that have been undertaken are still in the hands of former members of the KLA, "Jane's Defense Weekly", p.1 and 

· KFOR Arab soldier killed Gani Mehmet Rexhepi (a report on a tragic incident in Frashër, Mitrovica, p.1 and 2)

· Manuel: Serb officials haven’t been banned from entering Kosovo (the spokeswoman of the UN Mission in Kosovo refutes the Belgrade-based Blic, p.1 and 2)

· Mass graves of "Serbs" ("The news published yesterday by the Belgrade daily paper Blic caused confusion in the opinion. According to Blic, a mass grave in Dragodan contains the corpses of 160 Serbs and Romas, murdered last year in Kosovo. Blic however doesn’t specify whether these corpses date before NATO bombing, or after," paper's editorial, p.2)

· Senior Serb socialist officials banned from entering Kosovo (the UN Administration in Kosovo has banned several senior officials of the Serb Socialist Party from entering into Kosovo, informed Blic on Monday, p.2)

· The motto of the election campaign: "My municipality - my decision" (OSCE will soon launch an information campaign on the election process, p.30

· From 1988 Serb workers, 1973 have been paid (Serb workers of the Zveçan smelter receive their salaries from UNMIK, p.3)

