                                                      HEADLINES

**1. Rugova and Thaçi to meet on Thursday**2. Shala: Kosovo’s Government**3. Albanian and Serb parliament members hold first joint meeting**4. National Albanian Army in the US black list**5. Ivanovic asks for postponement of Kosovo Parliament constitution**6. KEK Executive Board chairman Mazreku passes away**7. Mitrovica citizens and municipal assembly chairman accuse KFOR for cooperation with Serb extremists**

1. Koha Ditore and Zëri carried front-page reports on the upcoming meeting between LDK leader Ibrahim Rugova and Hashim Thaçi, the leader of the second biggest political party in Kosovo. Quoting sources within the meetings the US Head of Office in Prishtina John Menzies had with Rugova and Thaçi, Koha Ditore reports that the meetings pointed out the fact that Kosovo needs a wide government and not a government created by only one entity. During the meetings, it was also said that the upcoming government must have the attributes of an opposition government in relation with Belgrade’s interests, which would work for Kosovo and not for the specific interests of one party. In its report titled “Rugova and Thaçi tomorrow begin talks on co-government”, Zëri noted that Rugova’s invitation for the meeting followed after PDK leader Hashim Thaçi sent him a same invitation. The paper adds that Haradinaj played an important and to some extent mediating role on the matter, because by claiming that he doesn’t accept a bilateral agreement, he approached LDK – PDK negotiations.

2. After 17th November general elections, Kosovo must enter the process of political and economical changes. The interest of Kosovar citizens, regardless of their ethnic, religious and political background, should be the supreme interest of the Kosovo Government and Parliament, Blerim Shala writes for Zëri. “Kosovo’s government should by all means change the position of Serbs in enclaves. Put it simply, the enclaves must be removed, and this will be achieved when there is noticeable progress in the security of Kosovo Serbs,” he added.

3. Zëri on page one and three carried a report on the first joint meeting of the Albanian and Serb members of the Kosovo Parliament. During a press briefing, following the meeting, AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj was quoted as saying that the independence of Kosovo is a goal that should be achieved step by step. “It is now important to build these institutions, to improve security and to guarantee the life and wealth of our citizens. I know that we will do a lot more for the Serbs living in Kosovo,” Haradinaj said.

4. The United States Government decided to include the National Albanian Army (AKSH) and the National Committee for the Liberation and Protection of Albanian Territories (KKÇTMSH) in the black list, Koha Ditore and Zëri report. 

5. Serb media based in northern Mitrovica quoted Oliver Ivanovic, member of FRY’s coordination center in Kosovo, as saying that there would be demands to postpone the inaugural meeting of the parliament, until the United Nations mission doesn’t create full freedom of movement for Serb advisers and journalists, Koha Ditore reports.

6. Engjëll Mazreku, the chairman of the Executive Board of the Kosovo Power Corporation, passed away on Tuesday, daily papers report. 

7. A group of Albanians was heading for a visit to their burned houses in northern Mitrovica when they were attacked by some 100 Serbs. The attack took place in the presence of KFOR international peacekeepers, Koha Ditore reports. “The attack against the citizens that were visiting their homes ‘was prepared’ by some individuals within the French KFOR and who have good relations with Serb extremists,” Faruk Spahija, chairman of Mitrovica municipal assembly, was quoted as saying after the incident.

Serbian Media coverage: Highlights

Radio Belgrade 1: Serbian and Albanian MPs jointly attended a meeting for the first time after twelve years

OSCE organized a preliminary conference for the newly elected Kosovo Assembly’s MPs in UNMIK’s headquarters in Pristina. For the first time after twelve years Serbian and Albanian MPs jointly attended a meeting, Radio Belgrade 1 cited UNMIK’s Deputy Head Charles Brayshaw. He declared that after the constitutive session of the provincial assembly a new implementation stage of the UNSCR 1244 would begin and should lead to the realization of a genuine autonomy for Kosovo. On Monday the Serbian MPs refused to take part to the conference and returned to Belgrade as a sign of protest due to UNMIK’s inability to guarantee the security of the journalists from Belgrade.

Radio B92: Albanian leaders absent from the parliamentary training 

The victor and runner-up in Kosovo’s recent general election, Ibrahim Rugova and Hashim Thaçi, failed to show up at OSCE’s training course on the work of the future parliament, Radio B92 reported.  Oliver Ivanovic, member of the Serbian Coalition Povratak, described today’s classes as just fine. He added that SRSG Hans Haekkerup offered his apologies for the dispute occurred over the security for the Belgrade journalists accompanying the Serbian representatives. 

Tanjug: Covic to discuss about Kosovo at NATO headquarters 

Nebojsa Covic will visit NATO headquarters on Wednesday in order to discuss on the implementation of the agreement he signed with Hans Haekkerup on behalf of both Yugoslavia and Serbia and on the situation in southern Serbia. Tanjug reported that Covic would also raise the issue of the return of displaced Serbs to their homes in Kosovo.

Blic: UNSCR 1244 will not last forever, says Haradinaj

Leader of the AAK Ramush Haradinaj, with regard to the statements given by the Serbian Justice Minister Vladan Batic, that "it is possible that the Serbian Justice Ministry raises charges against him, but The Hague Tribunal will never do so". He characterized Batic's request that both Haradinaj and Thaçi be eliminated from the political scene as politically motivated, Blic reported. He confirmed that his party had contacts with the Serbian representatives in the Parliament through Rada Trajkovic, but denied any coalition possibility. "UNSCR 1244 respects the integrity of the FRY, however Kosovo is currently under the rule of the international community and, at a certain point, it will be transferred to the Kosovo people. It is not a document that will last forever", Haradinaj said. Oliver Ivanovic said that Haradinaj’s statement on the future of Kosovo status is a mere wish. Yesterday’s evening Ibrahim Rugova and Ramush Haradinaj talked about the formation of a coalition government, however they failed to agree upon Rugova’s insistence that the LDK gets the posts of Kosovo president, prime minister and parliament speaker. "AAK will not make a coalition with any political party. We want to be a strong opposition partner to the new power", declared Haradinaj, who called on Hashim Thaçi to meet and agree about their mutual activity in the opposition.  Thaçi, however, called on the leaders of all the Albanian political parties represented in the Parliament to meet in order to agree on a united approach.  

Fonet: Serbs block an Albanian convoy in Kosovska Mitrovica  

About a hundred Serbs prevented today the international peacekeepers from escorting a group of Albanians from south Kosovska Mitrovica to its northern part. Bob Richards, a UN police spokesman for the area, said that the protest occurred in reaction to the stoning by Albanians of a Serbian convoy escorted by KFOR the day before. The Albanian convoy returned to the southern part of the town, Fonet reported. 

Beta: Serbs to return to 10 villages in Metohija by March, says  Ribac 

UNMIK announced that it will enable displaced Serbs to return to ten villages in the municipalities of Pec, Klina and Istog by the end of March 2002, said Milivoje Ribac, head of the group for the return of Serbs to the district of Pec. He said that after the return of 120 Serbs to the village of Osojan agreements intensified with regard to new locations in the district of Pec where displaced persons could return from central Serbia where they have been living for two and a half years. Ribac said that UNMIK, UNHCR and KFOR guaranteed a safe return for the Serbs displaced from the villages of Bica, Grabovac, Drenovcic, Ljevosa, Siga, Brestovik, Kosa, Zarca, Lukavca and Belica Poljane. He added that he asked for additional locations for return in the less passive areas than those suggested. According to Ribac those interested in returning to these villages would be allowed to go and visit them for the first time since the Kosovo. The go & see visits shall start in December. 

Meetings & Activities : 

1 / The Press Section delivered the latest material produced by UNMIK TV to 3 Belgrade broadcasters. They all expressed their interest in covering the Inaugural Session of the Kosovo Assembly and asked whether RTK would be broadcasting it live via satellite. The Press Section forwarded to DPI their request for the technical details of this broadcasting if it is to take place. 

2 / The Press Section forwarded the list of Belgrade journalists who expressed their interest in attending the Inaugural Session on December 10. About 16 journalists representing 11 media declared themselves.  Belgrade’s correspondents of AFP, AP, Reuters & BBC also confirmed their attendance to the event. 

3 / The Press Section will deliver UNMIK TV’s material dedicated to IDPs to local broadcasters in Nis, Jagodina & Smederevo on Thursday 06 December. Similar material shall be delivered to those in Kraljevo and Kragujevac next week. 

