




HEADLINES
**1. Rugova offered cooperation to Vatan coalition**2. Haekkerup: No country can change Kosovo’s borders**3. Justice prevailed**4. White are the ties between London art and Kosovo?**5. International take over the KEK**6. dozen of settlements to be built for Serbs
1. What are the coalitions being prepared to form Kosovo’s government? It has been confirmed that LDK leader has called on Wednesday the Bosnian coalition Vatan that has four seats in the parliament and said to look into a possibility of a coalition reports Koha Ditore.

2. UNMIK Chief Administrator Hans Haekkerup has sent a letter to the Viti Municipal Assembly regarding the issue of the borders. The issue of Kosovo’s borders has been dealt within UNMIK and that UN secretary General Kofi Annan was also informed, reports Kosova Sot.

3. After nine months of detention the three suspects being involved in the Merdare bus bombing where eleven Serb civilians died were yesterday released. I am very happy, we were innocent and as you can see we are free men. I only found out yesterday that I am going to be released said Jusuf Veliu. In the end justice prevailed, I have nothing else to add were the first words uttered by Avdi Behluli after he was released. From day one of my arrest I felt innocent and knew this day would come and justice would overcome said Çelë Gashi reports Epoka e Re.

4. Blerim Shala comments the constant and now without and scheme the turning of the light by KEK. Is it going to be 4:2, 3:3, 6:2 or 8:2.bthese turning off the lights has gotten to a stage of art or maybe they represent hieroglyphics that only KEK can decipher.  

5. UNMIK Chief Administrator Hans Haekkerup has called for changes in the KEK Executive Board. The request was sent to Joe Trutschler address and confirmed by UNMIK spokeswoman Susan Manuel who said that that UNMIK Chief Administrator is looking to appoint new Board members, which would be led by internationals. Meanwhile Joe Trutschler refuted these speculations and added that locals are the ones who will in the future the Executive Board, reports Zëri.

6. The agreement between UNMIK and Belgrade foresees that settlements will be built for those se4bs that want to return to Kosovo and jobs will ensured said head of the UNMIK office in Belgrade Andrew Whitely, reports Zëri. 

Serbian Media coverage: Highlights

Radio B92: The suspects for the Bus bombing freed

The international judges of the Kosovo Supreme Court have decided to free three ethnic Albanians suspected for the bus bombing which killed eleven Serbs, Radio B92 reported. The three-member panel ruled that it saw no sufficient evidence to suggest the suspects – Avdi Behluli, Çelë Gashi and Jusuf Veliu – were linked to the bomb attack in February.  

Radio Belgrade 1: Covic appalled by the ruling of the Kosovo Supreme Court 

Head of the Coordination Center for Kosovo, Nebojsa Covic, has sharply criticized the decision of the Kosovo Supreme Court to release three ethnic Albanians charged with a terrorist attack against a bus near Podujevo.  Covic said that he was appalled when he heard about the Supreme Court’s ruling and added that the judicial system formed under the auspices of the UN was biased, Radio Belgrade 1 reported. 

Beta: The Coordination Center and UNMIK about to finalize a plan for the return of the IDP’s in 2002-2003

The Coordinating Center has abandoned the idea of concentrating Serbs in the enclaves in Kosovo, and in cooperation with UNMIK will form groups of settlements where security and freedom of movement will be secured, the Deputy Head of the Coordination Center, Dr. Branislav Krstic told to the press after a meeting in Belgrade of newly established Joint Working Group for the Return. Beta cited Krstic reporting that an agreement on the return of Serbs in ten Kosovo settlements over the next two years has been reached with UNMIK. Andrew Whitley, Director of UNMIK’s Office of Return said that the plan would be completed by January 2002 and the process of return would last for the next two years. Whitley also said that it was dangerous to speculate on the numbers. The return of Serbs requires funding, which, according to Whitley, would greatly depend on the readiness of donors to invest in the project. The first test of the ongoing two-year action of the Serbian IDPs return to Kosovo will be the completion of family houses in Osojane in January 2002. 

Tanjug: A Kosovo Serb released after 28 months of detention

Dragan Nikolic, who spent 28 months in the US Camp Bondsteel detention center and in UNMIK’s jail in Kosovska Mitrovica, was released pending trial. Addressing a news conference Nikolic said that the only reason for his arrest in Kosovska Vitina was that ethnic Albanians wanted to prevent him and his family from remaining in Kosovo, Tanjug reported.

Yu-Info TV: Rugova has called on the Vatan Bosniak Coalition to form a joint coalition with the LDK

Yu-info TV reported that the leader of the LDK, Ibrahim Rugova called on the Vatan Bosniak Coalition, which has four MPs in the Kosovo Assembly, to review the possibility of forming a joint coalition. The leader of the Vatan Coalition, Numan Balich also confirmed the initiative.

Blic: A former NLA commander shot in Kosovska  Vitina

A former National Liberation Army commander, better known by the name of Hodza, was shot in Kosovska Vitina. He was admitted to the town’s hospital before being transferred to the US peacekeeping base "Bondsteel."  Blic reported that UNMIK police in the province said that the two men suspected of the shooting had fled. An investigation has been launched.

Meetings & Activities: 

The Press Section attended two press conferences organized by members of the Coordination Center. 

1 / Press Conference organized by Vladimir Bozovic, Head of the Coordination Center Judiciary Department, in presence of Dragan Nikolic, the Kosovo Serb recently released from detention: Vladimir Bozovic expressed his revolt about the decision of the Supreme Court of Kosovo to acquit the three Albanians who were charged for perpetrating the Merdare Bus-bombing. He hailed the verdict of the International Panel of Judges who released Dr.Dragan Nikolic on bail. "The international judges resisted enormous pressures and released Nikolic from a 28 months detention". 

2 / Press Conference organized by Branislav Krstic, Vice President of the Coordination Center, upon the talks held today with UNMIK on the issue of the return of the Serbian IDPs to Kosovo. UNMIK, UNHCR and the EUMM were represented at the press conference. 

Branislav Krstic said that the Coordination Center has definitely abandoned the idea of returning IDPs in enclaves and has started to consider their return into ‘Groups of Settlements’. He said that "a multiethnic and multicultural Kosovo cannot be created if we return people just in the rural areas". He pointed out that the return would be concentrated on Osojane Valley and on five larger Groups of Settlements, nearby Pec and Istok. "In the second phase we shall concentrate on Gracanica, Lipljan and Novo Brdo" Krstic concluded. 

Andrew Whitley, Head of UNMIK’s Office for Returns, stressed that UNMIK and the Coordination Center would be jointly working in a pragmatic, concrete, and progressive way in order to achieve a quality return of the Serbian IDPs. He said that a two years general plan for sustainable return in 2002/2003 is about to be finalized. Whitley pointed out that this plan would require a lot of financial aid, for which he hoped the international donors would provide. "There are three equally important aspects to our new approach:  the return, the reintegration and the stabilization of the Serbian and other non-Albanian communities in Kosovo," said Whitley. He added that UNMIK would insist on the quality of returns as "we can not treat people as cattle and just leave them on a field. We have to establish an adequate infrastructure that will enable intellectuals, engineers and middle class people to return in Kosovo."  Whitley refused to give any estimate on how many Serbs would return "numbers are a very dangerous game, and I do not think that giving any artificial assessment at this point can do any good to us."

On the behalf of UNHCR, Fabrizio Hochschild promised assistance to the project. He assessed that the return of the Serbian IDPs would require a lot of energy, resources and time. Hochschild emphasized that the sustainable return of the non-Albanian IDPs could be achieved only in cooperation with the Albanian community.

 

