                                                      HEADLINES

**1. First parliamentarian session turns into dictate leadership**2. Why did Rugova – Thaçi - Haradinaj negotiations fail?** 3. Zëri: This is Kosovo’s political reality**4. PDK complains to Kofi Annan for the “anti-democratic session”**5. Maliqi: The bad taste dictate**6. Shala: We expected something else**7. Annan: This is a cornerstone in the road toward democracy and peaceful development in Kosovo**8. EU: The Parliament should work in accordance with Resolution 1244**  

1. All dailies carried reports on the first session of the Kosovo Assembly. In a report titled “The autocratic button in the Kosovo Assembly”, Koha Ditore reports that Hans Haekkerup has constituted the Kosovo Assembly on Monday 10th December. Nexhat Daci was elected president of the five-member chairmanship of the assembly and he also interrupted Hashim Thaçi’s speech. Haekkerup did the same to Fatmir Limaj. Limaj later claimed that the first day of the assembly looked like an anti-democratic and communist assembly. Thaçi said that Haekkerup is the biggest violator of human rights in the world. Thaçi and Limaj, accompanied by the PDK assembly members left the first session of the Kosovo Assembly, whereas Ibrahim Rugova said that the Democratic League of Kosovo will make the government of Kosovo by itself. On the other hand, Zëri reports that both the PDK and the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo express dissatisfaction regarding the flow of the first session. Rugova claims that the two abovementioned parties didn’t accept his proposals for the government of coalition. The interrupted session will continue on Thursday and the election of the Kosovo President will be on the agenda. In a report titled “LDK + Povratak”, Epoka e Re wrote that the first session is no surprise and that everything is within their predictions that the LDK and the 22 Serb deputies have defeated their political opponents, and disappointed a great part of LDK voters and a majority of Kosovars. 

2. Which were the four options of co-governance discussed in the Rugova – Thaçi – Haradinaj talks at the US Office? Can there be a new American initiative? Which will be the government of Kosovo if there is no LDK – PDK – AAK agreement?, Zëri brings the reasons of the failure of talks between Rugova, Thaçi and Haradinaj. 

3. Zëri on page three carried a commentary by its editorial’s office in which it wrote that what we saw on Monday 10th December, during the first session of the Kosovo Assembly, is the reflection of the true political situation in Kosovo.

4. The leadership of the Kosovo Democratic Party assesses that the first session of the Kosovo Assembly has been led in an anti-democratic manner, with irregularities and the violation of the rights of assembly members, Koha Ditore reports. During a press briefing, PDK leader Hashim Thaçi told journalists that his party has sent a letter to UN SG Kofi Annan in order to inform him on the flow of the first assembly session.

5. Rugova is heading toward a very dangerous road. It is still not clear where this road leads. However, it is clear that in the end he will have to pay the price of hypocrisy. And this could very easily happen before the next parliamentarian elections. A fragile government such as Rugova’s cannot have a long life, writes Shkelzen Maliqi in a commentary for Koha Ditore.

6. Zëri on page one carried a column by its editor-in-chief Blerim Shala, in which he wrote, “we all expected something else. I guess we exaggerated with the optimism based on the happy faces of our leading politicians after the first meeting which initiated the issue of co-government.” 

7. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan has welcomed the start of work of the Kosovo Assembly, all dailies report. “This is a day of hope. At the same time, you have an important duty to overcome the barriers of the past and to create a political culture of tolerance, mutual respect and constructive compromises,” Annan said.

8. The foreign ministers of the European Union welcome the inauguration of the Kosovo Assembly and added that all Kosovar parliamentarian parties should work in accordance with UN SC Resolution 1244, Koha Ditore reports.

Serbian Media coverage: Highlights

Radio B92: The Inaugural session of the Kosovo Assembly  ended without electing the President of Kosovo

The inaugural session of the Kosovo Assembly ended without electing the President of Kosovo. Radio B92 reported that the Parliament would reconvene on Thursday, December 13. MPs succeed in electing the Presidency of the Assembly, which includes two members of the Coalition Povratak. Nexhat Daci (LDK) was elected President of the Assembly. In his first address to the chamber, Daci said Kosovo became a free country, under the successful defense of NATO through its international peacekeeping force. Fatmir Sejdiu from the LDK, Gojko Savic and Oliver Ivanovic from the coalition Povratak and a representative of the minority communities, Hadzizulfi Merdza, were also elected members of the Presidency. Names of the two representatives from the PDK in the Parliament Presidency have not been announced yet. The PDK’s MPs walked out the session because the SRSG Hans Haekkerup refused Hashim Thaçi’s request to allow family members of the KLA founding commander Adem Jashari to attend the Inaugural session. 

Blic: Haekkerup took word from Rada Trajkovic

Blic reported that Hans Haekkerup took word from the Coalition Povratak caucus whip Radmila Trajkovic because she objected to Haekkerup that nobody of the Serbian and Yugoslav officials had been invited to the Inaugural session of the Kosovo Parliament.

Tanjug: This is a historic day for Kosovo, says Hans Haekkerup

Hans Haekkerup opened and chaired the Inaugural session of the Kosovo Assembly and said that this was a historic day for the province, Tanjug reported. "For the first time in history we are taking part in the opening of a truly democratic Assembly which represents the people of Kosovo", Haekkerup said. He added that this day also marked an important turning point in the implementation of UNSCR 1244. Haekkerup conveyed UN Secretary General Kofi Annan’s message to the Kosovo Assembly. Annan’s message said that the Inaugural session of the Kosovo Assembly marked the beginning of the authority transfer from the United Nations to the provisional self-rule institutions and that this was a very important step towards the realization of UNSCR 1244, which was adopted 30 months ago.

Radio Jugoslavija: Albanians blocked the Serbian Journalists in Kosovska Mitrovica

A group of some 100 Albanians from the southern part of Kosovska Mitrovica blocked the main street in that part of the town, preventing journalists from central Serbia, who attended the Inaugural session of the Kosovo Assembly, from returning to the northern part of the town, Radio Jugoslavija reported. During the blockade there were no incidents, and a group of journalists, escorted by UNMIK Police reached the northern part of the town by taking a detour road.

Glas: A "virtual reality" in Kosovo, assessed the SPOT Presidency

The SPOT Presidency assessed that the situation in Kosovo is extremely difficult, although a virtual reality that things were moving in a positive direction was created: "Promoters of this politics, who forced Serbs to vote, suddenly do not appear in the province anymore," Glas reported. The SPOT Presidency also assessed that instead of the pre-election promises that the state institutions will return to Kosmet, the remaining state institutions are now being expelled from the province". 

