HEADLINES

27 November 2001

Division of Public Information
· 28th November holiday – the Flag Day (On the eve of the 28 November Flag Day, all today’s papers carried front page headlines on the activities that would mark the holiday. Reports of the daily papers included the arrival of the monument of the national hero Gjergj Kastriot Skënderbeu and the march of the Kosovo Protection Corps in Prishtina)

· Shala: This 28th November (Zëri on page one carried a column by its publisher Blerim Shala, in which he wrote: “In the history of the political resistance of Kosovar Albanians, the 28th November, the Flag Day, has been usually welcomed with the willingness to do more for the liberation of Kosovo and by re-emphasizing the wish to celebrate the coming holiday in freedom”)

· Maliqi: The fever of the flag (“Every realistic step that takes forward the national cause is more important than the beak or the feathers of the eagle in the flag, however sacred it might be,” noted Shkelzen Maliqi in his commentary carried by Koha Ditore on page three)

· Kastrati: What should be done by the Kosovo Parliament and Government (Koha Ditore on page eleven carried a commentary by Ismajl Kastrati, the President of Kosovo Chamber of Commerce. “UNMIK bears the competencies for the administration of public state and social property, therefore UNMIK will also be the carrier of the process of privatization. Given the fact that the competencies are defined, there must be demands to include as much local staff as possible in privatization. In addition, the process must be transparent, in the preparation stage, the issuing of regulation and the stage of implementation,” Kastrati wrote)

· Negotiations for building co-government are being prepared (Under the subtitle “The challenge of building post-election institutions in Kosovo”, Zëri on page three reported that John Menzies, US Head of Office in Prishtina, has recently joined the efforts to bring together the stances of Kosovar political parties in order to create a co-governing system. The paper also said that only the PDK has confirmed the meeting with the US ambassador; the Alliance claims that the meeting was postponed for objective reasons, whereas the LDK didn’t make a statement on the matter. However, under the headline “The three parties still hold the big price”, Koha Ditore reported that the Democratic League of Kosovo still holds its position for Ibrahim Rugova for Kosovo President; the Kosovo Democratic Party insists on removing Rugova from the game, while the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo holds the position of a necessary party, furthermore both the LDK and the PDK, as well as the internationals should be thankful to the Alliance. On the same page, the paper carried a statement by Kolë Berisha, LDK deputy chairman, in which he refuted information broadcast yesterday by the media that the LDK has reserved the post of Parliament President for Berisha)

· International police compiles plan for security for the Parliament and its members (Under the headline “The disarmed Kosovo Parliament”, Zëri on page three reported that the international police has decided not allow any armed personnel within the building of the Kosovo Parliament)  

· Which is the real accusation against KPC senior official Gani Ymeri? (Zëri on page two carried a report regarding the ambiguities on the arrest of the KPC senior official. According to the paper, UNMIK Police Spokesman Derrick Chapel could not answer the question whether Ymeri was indicted for war crimes. “For the time being, I cannot explain this, because war crimes are a sensitive issue. We have used the term serious crimes, I will not elaborate on the matter until the investigating judge has done his job,” Chapel added. On the other hand, Hague Tribunal Spokeswoman Florence Hartman said that Ymeri was not arrested based on a warrant issued by the court. Kosova Sot also wrote that Hague Spokeswoman Hartman denied that the abovementioned court has ordered Ymeri’s arrest) 

· Slavko Trajkovic departs from Kosovo (Referring to information provided by the international mission in Kosovo, Zëri on page two reported that following accusations for participating in crimes committed during the war in Kosovo, Slavko Trajkovic, advisor at the Prishtina Municipal Assembly, has departed from Kosovo) 

· Serb monitor steels laptop at voters’ center (Kosova Sot on page one reported that light has been shed upon the enigma surrounding the stolen laptop at the Mazgit voters’ center three days after the elections. Serb monitor from the Zvezdara municipality near Belgrade was incriminated for the theft. OSCE Spokeswoman Claire Trevena neither confirmed nor denied the information, adding that the police are dealing with the matter)  
· Albania and an independent Kosovo do not imply a Great Albania (“Politicians in Albania think that an independent Kosovo is a guarantee for peace and stability in the region and thus they see no reasons for the useless fear from a joint state of Albanians in the Balkans, though most of the politicians fear identification with nationalism the notion for them is unacceptable and without basis. – Why are not the Kosovar politicians satisfied with relations between Kosovo and Albania, why there were not developed properly and which is the path of their development,” reported Zëri on page one and four) 

· OSCE Chief Daan Everts ends mission this week (All today’s papers carried reports on the upcoming departure of Daan Everts, the Head of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo. Based on the reports, Everts’ last official meeting will be an OSCE-organized conference on the rights of victims)

· Koenigs: UNMIK will handover 80 percent of the power to Kosovar bodies (said Tom Koenigs, deputy to the Special Representative of the Secretary General, during an interview for the BBC, reported Koha Ditore on page four)

· EU senior official Javier Solana to visit Kosovo (All today’s papers reported on the upcoming visit of EU senior official Javier Solana in Kosovo. According to the papers, Solana’s visit comes as a support for the negotiations between the representatives of Kosovar political parties, in favor of creating a government of coalition)

· Albanian Archive reacts on UNMIK’s decision not to allow photo exhibition from Prishtina (both Zëri and Rilindja in today’s edition carried the reaction of the Albanian Archive following a decision by UNMIK not to allow the photo exhibition “Genocide in Kosovo”. The paper also added that UNMIK provided arguments on the matter saying that the content of the exhibition is no longer in accordance with the spirit of the inter-ethnic co-existence in Kosovo)

· 17 November is a guarantee for the stability of peace, the security and the regional integrations (said Ilir Meta, the Prime Minister of Albania, during an interview for Zëri. “The future of Kosovo is the hands of its people, and Albania should not interfere in the matter,” Meta added)

