HEADLINES

**1. Rugova meets with Haradinaj, talks with Thaçi expected soon**2.Shala: The first day of negotiations**3.Belgrade Government says it will buy Serb wealth in Kosovo**4. Povratak deputies again in Prishtina**5. IAC’s fate still not clear**6.Haekkerup has violated human rights, however he had the support of the international community**

1. All daily papers carried reports on the meeting between LDK leader Ibrahim Rugova and Ramush Haradinaj, leader of the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo. Koha Ditore carried a report titled “Rugova aims three positions – president, prime minister and assembly president”. According to the paper, Thaçi made an invitation to Rugova but the later didn’t respond. However, quoting its sources within the LDK, the paper added that the two leaders might meet during the week. On the other hand, Zëri reports that during the Rugova - Haradinaj meeting, the Alliance defended its stance that co-government should be built on the basis of a wider agreement, rather than a two-party agreement. Referring to its well-informed sources, the paper added that the framework of negotiations for co-governance can be expected by Thursday, whereas the agreement prior to 10th December. It was also noted that PDK leader Hashim Thaçi sent an invitation to all parliamentarian parties for a joint meeting this Wednesday.   

2. The first week prior to the constitutive session of the Kosovo Parliament began with an interesting day which promised important developments in the process of the agreement on the government of a wide coalition, Blerim Shala writes for Zëri. ‘Negotiations between the LDK, PDK and AAK, should be held without prejudgments, preconditions, without imposing the scheme of winners and losers, and always having in mind the results of 17 November general elections, which created suitable circumstances for co-governance,’ he added. 

3. Under the subtitle “Another acrobatics by Covic”, Zëri reports that UNMIK officials were caught by surprise by a statement made by FRY Coordination Center in Kosovo Nebojsa Covic claiming that the Serb state might buy the wealth of the Serb community in Kosovo.  

4. Zëri reports that after returning from Prishtina, the leaders of the Serb coalition “Povratak” stated Tuesday that they would once again try to enter the building of the Kosovo Parliament in Prishtina, because they had reached an agreement with UNMIK according to which security must be offered to them and to journalists from Belgrade. Regarding the return of Belgrade journalists from Prishtina, Koha Ditore carried a commentary by its editorial’s office titled “The righteous expulsion”.  

5. Even after the establishment of the Kosovo Parliament, the Interim Administrative Council will continue its work until the end of the year, when the Government of Kosovo is to be in place. According to UNMIK sources, there are possibilities that even after the creation of the government “a transformed IAC” will continue work, Zëri reports. 

6. During a meeting with Mitrovica citizens, Kosovo’s Ombudsperson Marek Nowitzki said that there are no changes in the suspension of three political candidates from the election list and the SRSG’s executive order. “Haekkerup has used his authority and the support given to him by the international community, however in both cases he has violated human rights,” Nowitzki was quoted as saying. 

Serbian Media coverage: Highlights
Radio B92: UNMIK urges the Serbian MPs not to exploit the security crisis 

UNMIK has urged the Serbian MPs of the Kosovo Assembly not to exploit this morning’s security dispute in Pristina. Susan Manuel told the press that the authorities were not given enough notice to organize for the security of the thirty journalists accompanying the Povratak Coalition, Radio B92 reported. The Coalition claimed it had given a 48 hours notice but Manuel insisted that this was not enough to organize for the security of such a number of journalists. She mentioned that UNMIK offered to secure five journalists. The MPs refused, boarded the plane, landed in Pristina and returned to Belgrade. Manuel said she hoped that the Serbian MPs would complete the seven-day training seminar organized by the OSCE ahead of the parliament’s inaugural session.

Radio Jugoslavija: Serbian MPs to take off again to Pristina for a meeting with the SRSG

The MPs of the Serbian Coalition Povratak announced that on Tuesday morning they would take off again to Pristina in order to attend a meeting with Hans Haekkerup. They said that they would bring journalists with them and they expressed the hope that Monday’s incident would not happen again.  Radio Jugoslavija quoted Gojko Savic who said that the current lack of safety guarantees to the Serbian journalists who came from Belgrade together with the MPs represented another test of how much the Serbian side would be able to make concessions. At a press conference Gojko Savic, Rada Trajkovic and Oliver Ivanovic said that UNMIK had agreed to provide escorts to all the 22 Serbian MPs and any journalist from Belgrade. 

BK TV: Orlic sends an open letter to Haekkerup

The fact that Yugoslav reporters were prevented on Monday to visit the future Kosovo parliament building together with the MPs of the Coalition Povratak is highly discouraging and confusing, BK TV quoted Yugoslav Information Secretary Slobodan Orlic’s open letter to Hans Haekkerup. Orlic said that the MPs’ solidarity with the reporters was highly understandable since UNMIK also considers the right for public information to be a universal and elementary human right at the basis of any democracy.

RTS: We expect stability and prosperity for all the inhabitants of Kosovo as an integral part of FRY and Serbia

The participation of the Serbian and other non-Albanian communities to the recent elections in Kosovo confirms, once again, the FRY’s readiness to cooperate with the international community, Yugoslav Foreign Minister Goran Svilanovic stated at the session of the OSCE Ministerial Council in Bucharest, RTS reported. Svilanovic assessed that the safety of the non-Albanian population in Kosovo is not guaranteed yet and that no progress has been made on to the issue of the missing persons. “After the elections we expect a comprehensive cooperation with the international community in compliance to Resolution 1244 and the common document signed between the FRY and UNMIK, as well as OSCE’ s contribution to the stability and prosperity of all the inhabitants of the Province as an integral part of the FRY and Serbia”, Svilanovic emphasized.

Tanjug: No security in the region if stories about Kosovo independence continue, says Covic

Nebojsa Covic said that "there would be no security in the region if rash and tactless stories about some kind of Kosovo independence continue, and if UNSCR 1244 is ignored." “If peace and democratic processes are what is really wanted in Kosovo-Metohija, then, first of all, human rights would have to be protected and secured, and the situation in the whole region normalized”, Covic said. He added that this was a task to be jointly performed by UNMIK, KFOR, Yugoslavia and Serbia, Tanjug reported

Meetings & Activities : 

1 / The Press Section attended the press conference given by Gojko Savic, Rada Trajkovic and Oliver Ivanovic at the occasion of the premature return from Kosovo of the Coaltion Povratak MPs. Gojko Savic said that the Serbian MPs, the representatives of the Coalition Povratak Election Headquarters and the Serbian journalists arrived this morning at the Pristina airport in accordance to the list that was agreed in time with UNMIK officials : “It was UNMIK’s mistake and I wonder whether they did it on purpose? I think UNMIK is trying to test our determination and wants to bring us to the position for which we would have to grant concessions since the very beginning. If UNMIK is not ready to guarantee the security of 56 people coming from Serbia how can we even negotiate and expect a safe return of IDPs. We shall stay united and we are not going to let anyone or anything divide us”, Savic said to the press.

Radmila Trajkovic stressed that the Serbian MPs do not have anything to hide from the press and they want the Serbian journalists to accompany them all the time. “It is sad that after two and a half years 40 thousand KFOR soldiers and all UNMIK and KPS policemen cannot protect 56 people coming from Serbia”, said Trajkovic. 

Oliver Ivanovic said that a very negative message has been sent today: “UNMIK has demonstrated it is totally unprepared for all the unpredictable situations that Kosovo parliamentary future may bring”. He mentioned that due to this situation he had to cancel a meeting with the head of US office in Pristina, John Menzies. He announced that the same group of people will travel to Pristina tomorrow: “I hope everything will be better tomorrow”.

Radmila Trajkovic stressed it would be stupid to go to Pristina again without guarantees from UNMIK that the same problem would not happen again. “We have received such guarantees”, she said. 

Oliver Ivanovic concluded by saying : “We shall request a postponement of the Inaugural session if normal conditions for our participation to the Kosovo Assembly are not established”. 

2 / The Press Section contacted the Serbian media in order to establish the list of the journalists who intend to follow the Inaugural Session of the Kosovo Parliament on December 10th. This list shall be forwarded to DPI by tomorrow evening. 

3 / The Press Section contacted local broadcasters in Nis, Jagodina and Smederevo with view to organize its first distribution tour of UNMIK TV material dedicated to the IDP population. This initial tour is planned for Thursday 06 December. 

