                                                       HEADLINES

**1. UNMIK Chief returns to Kosovo**2. PDK proposes Arsim Bajrami for Kosovo Prime Minister**3. Kosovo Assembly President launches an offensive of talks**4. KFOR and Yugoslav Army narrow Security Zone**5. Arts Faculty hit by accusations for immorality and corruption**6. UNMIK has no control over the activity of Islamic humanitarian organizations** 

1. Almost all daily papers carried reports on SRSG Hans Haekkerup’s upcoming return to Kosovo. Zëri’s article titled “Which are the important works that interrupt Haekkerup’s vacation” quotes UNMIK officials as saying that Haekkerup returns to Kosovo in order to complete some important work. The officials didn’t provide additional details as to what are matters that interrupted Haekkerup’s vacation. Other sources claim that Haekkerup will announce concrete measures against organized crime, however it is not known whether these are only preventive measures or a fight against certain groups. UNMIK spokesman Sunil Narula said that Haekkerup wouldn’t interfere in the work of the assembly and the elected Kosovo institutions.

2. Under the headline “Ibrahim Rugova – president, Arsim Bajrami – prime minister?”, Kosova Sot reports that the Hashim Thaçi-led Kosovo Democratic Party has proposed its chairmanship member Arsim Bajrami for the post of Kosovo Prime Minister in order to avoid the difficulties of the parliamentarian crisis. 

3. Koha Ditore reports that on Wednesday, Kosovo Assembly President Nexhat Daci met with the representatives of the parliamentarian group of the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK), whereas the two other leading parties, the Kosovo Democratic Party and the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo confirmed that they would meet Daci on Thursday, respectively on Friday. Though Daci has stated that the goal of these meetings is to upclose information on the parliamentarian strategies of the parties, he could also ask from the main parties not to repeat their acts in the third part of the first session. Zëri also carried a report on the issue. In its article the paper reports that during the meeting with Daci, the LDK hasn’t changed its stance and that they still offer five ministries and demand the three leading posts.

4. Under the headline “Yugoslav planes get 15 km closer to Kosovo”, Zëri carried a report on the agreement between KFOR and the Yugoslav Army to narrow the Security Zone. Commenting on the issue, KFOR spokesman Vincent Kampredon, was quoted as saying, “the agreement marks a significant progress in reestablishing normality in the region and cooperation between Kosovo and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. This is the first step toward achieving NATO’s final goal of relaxing the Air Security Zone and its complete removal.”

5. Koha Ditore carried a front-page report on the recent events in the Faculty of Arts in Prishtina surrounding claims for corruption among the teaching staff. The paper said that the professors and students of the faculty met, however the disagreements still continue. According to the paper, 206 students demand the removal of one their professors. It has been said that even some professors support the student demands, while others criticize them harshly and threaten to remove them from the faculty. 

6. Officials of the NGO Liaison and Registration Office told Zëri that they couldn’t tell based on their names how many organizations are from Islamic states, whereas in the meantime UNMIK officials claim that there is no specific control over the activity of these organizations in Kosovo. 

                                            Serbian media coverage: Highlights

Studio B: Haekkerup will interrupt his vacation and return to Kosovo

The SRSG, Hans Haekkerup has interrupted his vacation and will return to Pristina on Thursday, Studio B quoted UNMIK spokesman Sunil Narula. However, Narula denied speculations that Haekkerup's return to Kosovo will be used to de-block the current parliamentary crises. Narula rejected allegations that Haekkerup would leave his post in February 2002, “Hans Haekkerup will remain the SRSG after February 2002, time when he will return to Kosovo after the holidays in Denmark”. Referring to the objections of some political leaders that Haekkerup left Kosovo in the middle of the parliamentary crisis, Narula explained that Haekkerup had stressed very clearly that since the first session of the Parliament he would not interfere in the internal matters of the political parties. 

BKTV: Daci has started consultations on forming the Government of Kosovo

The President of the Kosovo Assembly, Nexhat Daci has started a series of consultations with the parliamentary parties in an attempt to reach agreement on forming a coalition government. Nexhat Daci met with the largest parliamentary group of the LDK. "We were informed about the objectives of the Assembly about the current situation," said Kolë Berisha, the LDK's Vice President. Daci says that if the Kosovo Assembly remains blocked, a compromise solution will be sought through joint initiatives, talks and agreements, with the assistance of the international community. Meetings with the other two major Albanian parties will follow on Thursday and on Friday. 

Nacional: It remains yet to be seen whether the Kosovo Assembly will reconvene on January 10, says Savic

“It remains yet to be seen whether the Kosovo Assembly will reconvene on January 10”, the Coalition Povratak member to the Kosovo Presidency Gojko Savic told Nacional. Savic rejected as “unrealistic” the media speculations that the SRSG Hans Haekkerup would not return to Kosovo. 


Radio B92: Nebojsa Pavkovic remains the Yugoslav Army Chief of Staff 

General Nebojsa Pavkovic remained the Chief of Staff of the Yugoslav Army, despite intense media speculation before the meeting of the Supreme Defence Council that he would be removed from the post. The Montenegrin President Milo Djukanovic said after the meeting that they had stuck to the announced agenda and that no changes had been made to the Yugoslav Army leadership, Radio B92 reported. According to earlier announcements, the Council, comprising Djukanovic, the Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica, and the Serbian President Milan Milutinovic were to discuss army personnel changes, the security of state borders and the protection of confidential documentation. The Federal Prime Minister Dragisa Pesic, the Federal Minister of Interior Zoran Zivkovic and the Yugoslav Army Chief of Staff Nebojsa Pavkovic, were also present.

Borba: Russia to reduce its military presence in the Balkans
The Russian ground troops commander and Deputy Defence Minister General Nikolai Kormiltsev said in Moscow that Russia would reduce the number of peacekeepers in Kosovo and Bosnia-Herzegovina by the end of February 2002. "The reduction will be minimal and will mostly apply on officers”, Kormiltsev said. In late October, Russia had 2,000 troops in Kosovo and 600 in Bosnia, Borba reported. 

