                                                      HEADLINES

**1. Kosovo Assembly once again tries democracy**2. Koha Ditore: The day when the president will (not) be elected**3. Shala: Why are we making the same mistakes?**4. Kosovo’s final status in 2005?**5. Rugova: I will be a symbol of national unity**6. Which are the procedural rules of the work of Kosovo Assembly**7. Do journalists deserve better treatment than in the first assembly session**8. UNMIK admits it has no control over many institutions in northern Mitrovica**9. Northern Kosovo Serbs protest against dismissal of hospital managers**10. Arrested KPC official Gani Imeri writes letter from Mitrovica Prison** 

1. All papers carried front-page reports on today’s session of the Kosovo Assembly. Koha Ditore’s article titled “Rugova – president, if there’s a deja-vu of first session” wrote that the Democratic League of Kosovo is willing to vote for the president; the Kosovo Democratic Party waits for “the masks to fall down”: the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo has conditions it will put forward in the voting for president; Povratak doesn’t say whether it will vote or not for the Kosovo President, they will decide on the matter before entering the parliament room. On the other hand, Zëri’s article titled “Will the LDK and the minorities elect Kosovo President?” wrote that in lack of a co-government agreement the PDK and AAK would not vote. Quoting sources within the Serb coalition, the paper reported that Povratak would not vote for the president. 

2. Koha Ditore on page three carried a commentary by the editorial’s office on the upcoming second session of the Kosovo Assembly. “The first day served to show who are the parliamentarians. But one thing is certainly clear – there was no big deal and there will be none. Now we must understand that everything is a part of democracy, and public and parliamentarian debate. This is why the parliament was created,” noted the commentary.

3. There can be no genuine democracy without a democratic government. The goal of every democratic government is law and order, stability, social welfare and economic prosperity, writes Blerim Shala in a column for Zëri.

4. Quoting reliable sources Zëri reports that the negotiations on the final status of Kosovo could begin by 2005. According to the paper, the abovementioned stance prevails the offices of EU senior official Javier Solana. 

5. Ibrahim Rugova, leader of the democratic League of Kosovo and candidate for Kosovo told the BBC that there wouldn’t be any other talks with the political forces for the creation of the Kosovo government and other governing institutions. However, this doesn’t mean that the LDK will not create a government on its own, Bota Sot reports.

6. The final version of the interim regulation on the work of the Kosovo Assembly is functional and it exists since 26th October 2001, though the majority of the deputies still haven’t seen it, whereas the party leaders who saw the document opposed it and now insists that the Assembly issues its own regulation, Koha Ditore reports. The paper’s report also carried the articles of the regulation.

7. The Kosovo’s Assembly organization for the journalists on Monday deserves no praise, the same as the first session of the assembly. Almost one hundred journalists felt trapped in a prison that day, limited within a space in which they could see only the shoulders and not the faces of the deputies, Koha Ditore reports.

8. Belgrade authorities don’t have the right to change staff in the Mitrovica Hospital, but this is happening, because we still haven’t put this institution under UNMIK’s umbrella, UNMIK spokeswoman Susan Manuel said, Koha Ditore reports. 

9. Under the headline “Illegal act with a political background. Oliver Ivanovic is to blame”, Koha Ditore reported on the protest of northern Kosovo Serbs regarding the dismissal of the managers of Mitrovica Hospital by Belgrade authorities. Vladimir Rakic, a member of the Serb National Council has accused Kosovo Assembly member Oliver Ivanovic of being involved in the dismissal.

10. If the international community wants to implement its mission of installing justice in the country, let it not deal with us who are victims of Serbian propaganda, but instead let it deal with criminals that murdered and massacred thousands and who still walk freely, because the international community is obliged to do so, writes Gani Imeri, a recently arrested KPC senior official, in a letter from Mitrovica Prison published by Koha Ditore. Imeri’s letter was also carried by Zëri and Bota Sot.

​​​​​​​​​​​Serbian Media coverage: Highlights

Danas: Danish rules in the Kosovo Assembly, says Haekkerup

The SRSG Hans Haekkerup announced that microphones in the Kosovo Assembly would be turned off only in a situation when MPs start to speak about issues out of the Assembly agenda and assessed that it was a "very democratic" decision. Haekkerup told the press that the same thing could happen in the Danish or in any other democratic parliament, Danas  reported.

Blic: Rugova announced that the LDK would form the Kosovo Government alone

President of the LDK Ibrahim Rugova said that Kosovo President and Prime Minister would be elected at the next session of the Assembly,  Blic reported. "There will be no coalition with Thaçi’s party. There will be no coalition with Haradinaj's party. Since no agreement has been reached with them, the LDK will form the Government alone", Rugova said. 

Glas: No incidents during the session, says Ivanovic

Oliver Ivanovic said that there have been no incidents between the Serbian and Albanian MPs during the first session of the Kosovo Parliament, Glas reported.  "After 12 years, we sat in the same room with the Albanians, and it was only natural to expect that there would be some tension", said Ivanovic. He assessed that Ibrahim Rugova had the highest chances to become the President of Kosovo at the next session of the Assembly, but also that  "everything depends on the possible coalitions that might be formed before the session".  

Vecernje Novosti: Pavkovic says that his conscience is clear 

"My conscience is clear and I do not feel any kind of guilt for the things I did. I never ordered anything out of the regulations and laws of this country", General Nebojsa Pavkovic commented on the announcements that the ICTY could raise an indictment against him. Vecernje Novosti reported that Pavkovic stressed that, as the commanding officer of the VJ Third Army and the Pristina Corps, he was always ordering the outmost protection of the civilians, regardless on their ethnic origin. Pavkovic underlined that "before and during the NATO aggression VJ was obeying the orders coming from the highest state bodies and the Army Headquarters, which were in accordance with provisions of the International Rules of War. Pavkovic assessed that the ICTY decision to launch an investigation against him was just another pressure coming from the Hague Tribunal.

Tanjug: Paris pleased with Kurti’s release

France expressed satisfaction with President Kostunica’s decision to release Albin Kurti. The decision shows the will of President Kostunica to act toward peace, justice and reconciliation in Kosovo, the French Foreign Ministry spokesperson Francois Rivassau said. The French Foreign Ministry called on Kosovo MPs, who held the first session in Pristina, to demonstrate the same sense for dialogue and reconciliation in order to contribute to the establishment of an atmosphere of peace in which the rights of all communities could be respected. 

Politika: Yugoslavia will become a promoter of stability in the Balkans, says Montgomery

The US Ambassador in FRY, William Montgomery, delivered a lecture at the Faculty of Political Sciences in Belgrade. Ambassador Montgomery stressed that "Instead of being an exporter of instability, Yugoslavia will become the promoter of stability in the Balkans." Politika reported that William Montgomery focused his lecture on the relations within the Yugoslav Federation, Kosovo and FRY’s cooperation with ICTY. Montgomery praised the cooperation of the Serbian Government with the international community in southern Serbia: "This cooperation could be a role model for the Macedonian Government and for the Serbian community in Kosovo." Montgomery strongly rejected allegations that the USA was controlling ICTY and emphasized that the Hague Tribunal was totally independent.

Radio Beograd 1: Protests in Kosovska Mitrovica continue

Several hundreds of Serbs have continued their protests in front of the Health Center in Kosovska Mitrovica against the dismissal of the Health Center management. They demand from the Serbian leadership that it dismisses Nebojsa Covic, Radio Beograd 1 reported The Serbian National Council for Northern Kosovo joined the protest and expressed its expectations that sessions of the Coordination Center would be held in Kosovo in the future.

