                                                      HEADLINES

**1. Rugova and Thaçi meet at UNMIK HQ**2. Shala: The solemnity of a meeting**3. LDK proposes Nexhat Daci for Assembly President **4.Privatization remains a forbidden issue for Kosovo’s Parliament**5. Five UNMIK staff members injured from letter sent from New York**6. Krcmarevic: Those who have Trajkovic’s ideas will not be welcomed in Vitia**7. Gani Imeri was physically abused to admit the indictment**

1. All daily papers carried front-page reports on the meeting held between LDK leader Ibrahim Rugova and the leader of the Kosovo Democratic Party, Hashim Thaçi. Noting that the meeting between the two leaders was truly constructive, tolerant and peaceful, Koha Ditore also reported that neither Thaçi nor Rugova put forward conditions and that none of them concretely mentioned the posts in the new government. Referring to its sources, the paper nonetheless said that two parties agree that the LDK should give the Kosovo President, whereas it should offer the prime minister post to the PDK. On the other hand, the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo would be offered the post of Kosovo Assembly President. Quoting its reliable sources, Kosova Sot reported that during the meeting, the PDK asked for the prime minister post and at least one ministry in the new government. 

2. Zëri on page one carried a column by editor-in-chief Blerim Shala regarding the meeting between LDK leader Ibrahim Rugova and PDK leader Hashim Thaçi. “However, there are a lot of unknown things for us, which as obstacles come before the eventual agreement: personal ambitions, not very good relations between the leaders, the lack of a strategic concept for Kosovar politics in the coming three years of the mandate of the Kosovo’s Parliament,” Shala wrote.

3. Referring to information broadcast by the Kosovo Information Center, Koha Ditore reports that the Democratic League of Kosovo has created its parliamentary group for the Kosovo Assembly. It was also reported that the party has proposed Nexhat Daci, the chairman of the Kosovo Academy of Arts and Science, for the post of Kosovo Assembly President.

4. Based on the draft regulation on the Kosovo Trust Fund, the agency will have the authority to manage all public, state and social enterprises registered in Kosovo in accordance with the law on enterprises, regardless of their property transformation after 22nd March 1989, Koha Ditore reports.

5. Quoting UNMIK spokeswoman Susan Manuel, Koha Ditore reports that UNMIK Police are investigating Wednesday’s incident at the mail unit when a toxic substance emerged from an envelope. Five UNMIK staff members were injured during the incident. Manuel denied the possibilities of anthrax or other dangerous substances in the envelope. All other papers carried reports on the incident.

6. Zoran Krcmarevic, deputy chairman of the Vitia Municipal Assembly, claims that Momcilo Trajkovic has impeded the flow of general elections in Kosovo, Koha Ditore reports. The paper also quoted Krcmarevic as saying that Trajkovic was the main obstacle even during the election day. “He created problems and prevented a certain number of people from participating in the elections,” he added.

7. Press officers at Kosovo Protection Zone Four and the lawyer of Gani Imeri, who was recently charged with serious crimes, told Koha Ditore that Imeri is currently undergoing grave physical mistreatment in order to admit the indictment raised against him. Zëri also carried the reaction of the KPC Zone Four on the matter.

                                  Serbian media coverage: Highlights

Blic: NATO ministers satisfied with their relations with Yugoslavia

The NATO heads of diplomacy expressed their full satisfaction with regard to their increasingly improving relations with the FRY and said that they hope them to further develop. Blic reported that they also encourage the newly elected Kosovo leaders to fulfill their duties in accordance to the strict compliance to UNSCR 1244, the constitutional framework and in full cooperation with UNMIK and KFOR. The NATO Ministers expect that the new Kosovo bodies would establish a fruitful cooperation with the Yugoslav authorities.  The NATO Ministers welcomed Belgrade’s leadership constructive contribution to the elections in Kosovo and its efforts towards reconciliation in south Serbia.

Studio B: FRY’s Government abolishes the Federal Committee for Kosovo and Metohija 

At its Thursday session, chaired by Prime Minister Dragisa Pesic, the Yugoslav government abolished the Federal Committee for Kosovo and Metohija, TV Studio B reported. The government declared in a statement that it decided that the Coordination Center for Kosovo and Metohija would take over the responsibilities of the abolished Committee.

Tanjug: Putin against changing borders in the Balkans

Vladimir Putin decisively stands against changing borders in the Balkans. It is unacceptable under any pretext, Putin emphasized at a joint press conference in Athens with the Greek President Costas Stefanopulos. Putin also underlined that in Kosovo it was necessary to firmly comply to UNSCR 1244 and to other decisions of the international community.

Radio B92: Five UNMIK officers intoxicated in Pristina  

Five UNMIK officers have been intoxicated in UNMIK’s Post Department in Pristina by a substance of an unknown origin found in a parcel dispatched from New York, UNMIK’s spokeswoman Susan Manuel stated. Radio B92 cited Manuel who said that an officer who examined the parcel immediately got a rush, another one in the room had vertigo, and three more had their eyes irritated. Manuel said that the parcel, without return address, was sent to an international UNMIK officer.

Danas: The LDK representatives did not attend to the meeting of  the Albanian political parties represented in the Kosovo Assembly 

Representatives of the Albanian political parties represented in the Kosovo Assembly, excluding the LDK, agreed to unite in forming the new Kosovo institutions and in the Kosovo Assembly, starting from its inaugural session. They met in Pristina upon the initiative of Hashim Thaçi. Although the LDK representatives, who took part to OSCE’s parliamentarian training, were absent, the participants to the meeting agreed that the three Albanian parties with the largest number of representatives in the Kosovo Assembly should reach an agreement on the formation of a Commission that would draft the Assembly rules of conduct. John Menzies, Head of the U.S. mission in Pristina, met with both Thaçi and Rugova at several occasions and tries to makes them meet. 

Meetings & Activities: 

1 / The Press Section visited 4 regional media in Nis, Jagodina  & Smederevo where there are large concentrations of IDPs from Kosovo. The purpose of the tour was to define the terms of a future cooperation with regard to better information aimed at the IDPs. A report on the content of the discussions will be forwarded to DPI tomorrow. 

2 / While touring in Central Serbia the Press Section remained in permanent contact with both DPI and the Serbian media with regard to the organization of the coverage of the Kosovo Parliament’s Inaugural Session by the Serbian press. It also met with Coalition Povratak’s coordination team with view to the establishment of a common list of journalists attending the event. The final details will be worked out tomorrow. 

