                                                      HEADLINES

**1. NATO says it will not reduce troops in Kosovo**2. Maliqi: Time out for a technical government**3. Shala: See you in 2002**4. Haradinaj: No party has won majority – LDK must offer co-governance**5. Next assembly session to be held in January**6. Three suspects for attack on Nis Express bus released from prison**7. Bajrami: There was genocide in Kosovo**

1. Reporting from the meeting of NATO defense ministers, Koha Ditore on page one writes that the Alliance will not reduce the number of its peacekeepers in Kosovo, at least not before spring.

2. Rugova and the Democratic League of Kosovo couldn’t count on the votes of the Povratak and other minority parties without preliminary negotiations and agreements with them. Thus, the voting resulted in a complete debacle of LDK’s candidate who won only 59 votes, from the two thirds of the parliament. If the hasty procedure of voting insisted by Nexhat Daci would’ve been respected, Ibrahim Rugova’s candidacy for president could have very easily been wiped out forever, writes Shkelzen Maliqi in a commentary for Koha Ditore.  

3. Zëri on page one carried a column by editor-in-chief Blerim Shala in which he wrote that with the current dynamics of solving political problems it can be supposed that the Government of Kosovo, in its full composition, will hold the first day of work sometimes in spring next year.

4. The 17th November general elections conditions co-governance, no political party has the right to govern Kosovo alone, because the people of Kosovo didn’t win the required majority. Any party that aims this goal must have the support of another party which would enable it a majority, AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj told Koha Ditore.

5. Under the headline “This year Kosovo is without president and government”, Zëri reports that the chiefs of PDK and AAK parliamentarian groups claim they were informed by the media on the next assembly session and referred to Nexhat Daci’s decision as biased. On the other hand, Daci will reportedly brief the journalist in an upcoming press conference. 

6. International judges have decided to release Jusuf Veliu, Çelë Gashi and Avdi Behluli, who were kept in detention under suspicion of being involved in the bomb attack against a Serb bus in Merdare, dailies report.

7. Koha Ditore on page ten carried a letter by Hakif Bajrami, which is a response to an article published by UNMIK spokeswoman Susan Manuel titled “There was no genocide”. “In her article, the honorable Manuel tries to dim the genocide in Kosovo with some sort of Balkanization, always referring to the International Court for War Crimes in former Yugoslavia, which allegedly doesn’t include the indictment on genocide,” Bajrami writes.  

Serbian media coverage: Highlights

Beta: The NATO Defence Ministers welcome the improvement in  their relations with the FRY

The NATO Defense Ministers praised in a statement the FRY  Government’s constructive actions in support to the implementation of the Dayton  Peace Accord and UNSCR 1244 on Kosovo. "We call on the Belgrade authorities to  develop further their cooperation with the ICTY. We note with satisfaction the  FRY authorities' encouragement to Kosovo-Serbs’ participation to the November  17th elections in Kosovo and welcome the signing of the FRY-UNMIK  Common Document. We expect further co-operation from the democratic government  of the FRY in resolving problems in Kosovo, such as Mitrovica, transparency in  its links with the Republika Srpska and continued action to bring persons  indicted for war crimes to justice. We reiterate our support for a democratic  Montenegro within a democratic FRY" Beta quoted the official statement.  The NATO Defense Ministers noted that the situation in Southern Serbia was  relatively calm and stable. They urged all parties to continue to work towards a  peaceful resolution of any outstanding difficulties "We encourage the ethnic  Albanians to continue to refrain from using violence. All parties should fully  support the multi-ethnic police force and participate in opportunities to  integrate into local administrative and political structures, including local  elections. The FRY authorities should continue implementation of their plan for  a peaceful settlement of the problem. We look forward to a continued and rapid  implementation of the confidence-building measures included in the Covic Plan.  We reaffirm our ultimate objective of abolishing both the ground and air safety  zones."

RTS: NATO will consider ways to rationalize troops in the  Balkans, says Robertson

The NATO Secretary General, George Robertson has stated that  security measures of the alliance should be completely re-evaluated in the light  of September terrorist attacks in the US, RTS reported. Addressing the  NATO Defense Ministers, Robertson said that the consequences of the September  attacks changed the perception of the danger for the world we live in. Having in  mind that about 60,000 NATO soldiers have been deployed in three different  military operations - in BiH, Kosovo and Macedonia, the NATO Defense Ministers  will consider ways to rationalize their troops in the Balkans and make them more  efficient. They may eventually consider reducing them.

Radio B92: Rumsfeld has called on NATO to reduce its  peacekeeping presence in the Balkans

The US Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has called on NATO to  reduce its peacekeeping presence in Bosnia "by at least 6,000." In a statement  delivered to the NATO ministerial meeting in Brussels, Rumsfeld said that troops  in Bosnia "could and should be reduced by at least 6,000, from the current  18,000 – and perhaps more." Radio B92 reported that Rumsfeld criticized  the nature of contemporary military missions: "it often seems that when it comes  to such missions success means never having to say goodbye." He urged NATO  military authorities to assess the options, so that the Alliance Defense  Ministers could take a decision at their next meeting on "such a reduced and  restructured force." 

TV Yu-Info: Europol warns of Euro counterfeit threat from  Kosovo and Macedonia

The Europol has warned that forgers in Macedonia, Kosovo and  other states in the region pose an "imminent threat" to the integrity of new  Euro banknotes, TV Yu-Info conveyed a report from the Financial Times.  The Europol Deputy Director Willie Bruggeman stated: "The Europol is receiving  intelligence that counterfeiters from these countries are active and could flood  the markets with the false currency from January." Counterfeiters are understood  to be concentrating their efforts on copying 100 and 200 Euro notes, the  Financial Times reports. 

Radio Jugoslavija: Rugova rejected the possibility of forming a  coalition with the Coalition Povratak

President of the LDK, Ibrahim Rugova has rejected the  possibility of forming a coalition with the Serbian Coalition Povratak. "In this  situation our coalition with the Serbian MPs would not bring any good. There are  post-conflict tensions still existing in Kosovo, but it is important that Serbs  are in the Parliament," Radio Yugoslavia conveyed Rugova’s interview to the  Deutsche Welle radio.
