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**1. Haekkerup: I believe that the president will be elected**2. Daci: There are many things that unite us**3. Shala: Wrong calculations**4. LDK goes to next session to elect Kosovo President, PDK and AAK will not vote**5. The government in brackets**6. Two killed in an armed attack in Banja e Pejës**7. Serb extremists wound three Gendarmes**8. Memorial service at US Office in honor of 11th September victims**9. Goldstone claims that the international administration in Kosovo has colonialist elements**10. Kosovo Journalists’ Association says UNMIK obstructs journalists 

1. During a meeting with Kosovar media, UNMIK Chief Hans Haekkerup expressed his belief that the Kosovo Assembly would soon elect the president of Kosovo, however he didn’t point out an exact date. “I hope that soon the president will be elected and the government will be created and we will handover the authorities. No one wants to keep this democratic process a hostage,” Haekkerup was quoted as saying, Koha Ditore reports. 

2. During my experience at the University, the Kosovo Academy of Arts and Science and the European Academy and in international meetings, I saw big names disagreeing, however in the end they all came to conclusions which were very valuable for science and mankind, said Nexhat Daci, Kosovo Assembly President, during an interview for Rilindja. 

3. We don’t know the calculations of our main political parties, but it seems that all of us are going to pay the debts they might create these days. The successful say that in politics the greatest danger is when one enters a political process that knows the versions of big and small loses instead of big and small victories, Blerim Shala writes in a column for Zëri.

4. While Kosovo Assembly President Nexhat Daci has asked for the next session to have on the agenda the election of the Kosovo President, the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) and the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) yesterday asked for the endorsement of the regulation for the work of the assembly. The Alliance also contested the elected presidency and accused Haekkerup for undemocratic behavior and procedural violation, Zëri reports. Regarding the same issue, Koha Ditore carried a report titled “Kosovo President might not be elected on Thursday”. Nonetheless, added the paper, Kosovo Chief Administrator Hans Haekkerup was optimistic claiming that the president would be elected in the second session. 

5. Koha Ditore carries a report on the future functions of the Kosovo Government. In its report, the paper quotes the articles of the Regulation on Government 2001/19. 

6. All daily papers covered the armed attack against the driver and bodyguard of the Istog Municipal Assembly Chairman. Both men were shot dead during the armed attack that took place yesterday in Banja e Pejës. UNMIK Regional Police in Peja reportedly didn’t offer any information on the tragic incident. On the incident, Epoka e Re carried a report titled “A man who was wounded in May by KFOR has been killed in Banjë”. The paper quoted a spokesman for UNMIK saying that the incident happened shortly after the driver and the bodyguard escorted home Fadil Ferhati, Istog Municipal Assembly Chairman and member of the Democratic League of Kosovo. 

7. Quoting officials of the KFOR Press Center in Mitrovica, the dailies report that a Serb extremist in northern Mitrovica threw a grenade in a truck of the Gendarmerie, however the truck was covered with a ten and fortunately the grenade bounced back on the ground thus wounding three Gendarmes and damaging two vehicles nearby.

8. All daily papers carried reports from the memorial service held at the US Office in Prishtina in honor of the 11th September victims. Various Kosovar leaders and personalities attended the service.

9. I was horrified when an international official in Kosovo told me that the Kosovars don’t deserve independence, because they are not mature to do their own work. This reminded me of south Africa, where the white people refused to give competencies to the black, claiming that they were not capable, said Richard Goldstone, chairman of the International Commission on Kosovo, Koha Ditore reports. 

10. Kosovo’s Journalists Association released a communiqué in which they informed that on Monday during the first session of Kosovo’s Parliament local and foreign journalists were obstructed by UNMIK, Epoka e Re reports. Except for tendencies to keep the journalists as far from the information as possible, UNMIK staff members also showed signs of aggressiveness toward the journalists, who were trying to do their usual job.  

Serbian Media coverage: Highlights

Danas: Kurti released upon the proposal of the Yugoslav Committee of Lawyers for Human Rights 

The Presidential Office confirmed that Vojislav Kostunica decided to pardon Albin Kurti. President Kostunica accepted a proposal from the Yugoslav Committee of Lawyers for Human Rights and took his decision at the occasion of International Human Rights Day, Danas cited an official  statement from the Presidential Office. The statement, which points out that Kurti was the secretary of Adem Demaçi who now heads the Kosovo Albanian Human Rights Committee, says that the Yugoslav president was guided by the hope that Kurti’s release, in addition to the participation of the Serbian MPs in the Kosovo Assembly, would be seen as another sign of Yugoslavia’s efforts to resolve the situation in the province in a peaceful way.

Vecernje Novosti: Kurti was not released on the occasion of Chirac’s visit, says Nalic

An Advisor to the Yugoslav President, Gradimir Nalic in an interview to Vecernje Novosti rejected allegations that Albin Kurti was pardoned on the occasion of Jacques Chirac’s visit to Belgrade. "It was simply a coincidence. Kurti was pardoned a little bit earlier, but the common practice is that prisoners are being released over the weekends. That coincided with Chirac’s visit", Nalic concluded.

Radio B92: Serbs in Kosovska Mitrovica protested against dismissal of the Health Center management

Hundreds of Serbs in Kosovska Mitrovica staged a protest against the dismissal of four of the Health Center directors. They claimed that Milan Ivanovic, Marko Jaksic, Duska Ristic and Nebojsa Minic were the victims of a political dispute over the participation to the Kosovo elections. "They cannot be dismissed or punished just because they were against the Kosovo elections,” the protesters insisted outside the town’s Health Center. Radio B92 reported that the protestors called on the Yugoslav and Serbian Governments "not to divide the Serbian people in Kosovo. This decision was passed for political reasons and it was in contradiction to Vojislav Kostunica’s statement that there must be no division between those who voted and those who didn’t." A statement from the remaining members of the Health Center management described the decision to sack their colleagues as "illegal and unacceptable," since nobody ever complained about their work. The protestors said they would continue to  demonstrate in Kosovska Mitrovica. 

Fonet: The SNC of Northern Kosovo demands Covic’s dismissal  

The Serbian National Council of Northern Kosovo asked for the dismissal of Nebojsa Covic, head of the Coordination Center for Kosovo and Metohija, upon the deteriorating situation for the Serbian community in the province. They declared in a statement that the situation in Kosovo has not stabilized since the elections and that peace and security for the Serbian and other non-Albanian communities has yet to be established. "There are no indications that the international community, UNMIK, KFOR or the Coordination Center are any closer in fulfilling their promises regarding the return of the Serbian refugees, improving security or shedding light on the fate of the kidnapped and missing Serbs", Fonet quoted the statement. The Council said the situation was particularly desperate in the divided town of Kosovska Mitrovica where a KFOR checkpoint has been removed from the central bridge separating the Serbian and Albanian parts of the town. The statement accused Nebojsa Covic of allowing political quarrels in Belgrade to affect his work as head of the Coordination Center and of causing divisions among Serbs in Kosovo.  "This is why we demand from the Serbian and Yugoslav authorities to dismiss Covic", the statement concluded. 

Glas: Haekkerup demonstrated that Kosovo was not within Serbia and Yugoslavia, says Jaksic

The Serbian leaders from Northern Kosovo said that the Inaugural session of the Kosovo Assembly was yet another proof of a clear intention to secede Kosovo from Serbia and Yugoslavia, Glas reported.  Marko Jaksic told that Hans Haekkerup, by refusing to allow Belgrade Government’s representatives to attend the session, "demonstrated that he was supporting the Albanians and that he wished to demonstrate that Kosovo was not within Serbia and Yugoslavia."

