                                                      HEADLINES

**1. Kosovo Assembly doesn’t elect Ibrahim Rugova as Kosovo President**2. Shala: Hostages of LDK, PDK and AAK**3. Tahiri: Condemning arrogance**4. Covic and UNMIK form new IAC without Albanians**

1. In a report from the second session of the Kosovo Assembly, Koha Ditore informs that from the 118 deputies present in the parliament room, only 70 cast their votes for Kosovo President. 49 voted in favor of Rugova, whereas the 21 other votes were qualified as invalid. The LDK has voted with its 46 deputies, along with 21 deputies of the Serb coalition Povratak, one member of the Albanian Demochristian Party and two members of Kosovo ethnic minorities. Deputies of PDK, AAK, LKÇK, LPK, and PD as well as 11 other members of non-Serb minorities, didn’t participate in the voting. Zëri’s article titled “Rugova doesn’t win votes for president – Albanian negotiations inevitable” wrote that the LDK leader won only one vote more than the number of his party’s deputies. The PDK and AAK asked for the voting for president to be removed from the agenda of yesterday’s session. The Serb deputies said they voted against Rugova. On the other hand, the non-Serb minority members were caught in the middle, however most of them chose not to participate in the voting.
2. This time along, the mood in the assembly session was better than the first time, however the secret voting for Kosovo President once again brought to the surface the public contradictions between our main political parties, writes Blerim Shala in a column for Zëri.

3. Rilindja on page three carried a commentary by its editor-in-chief Ramush Tahiri in which he wrote: “if the entire people of Kosovo wants co-governance between the political entities, if the election results impose a coalition so that the decision-making can be effective, if all political parties have co-governance in their programs, if the international factor asks for a co-governance agreement, and if after all this the Democratic League of Kosovo decides to participate alone in the voting for the Kosovo President, then this can only be called political arrogance.”

4. Koha Ditore and Zëri carry reports on a meeting held between Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Nebojsa Covic and UNMIK senior officials in Prishtina. The meeting of the “High level joint group”, formed in accordance with the Haekkerup – Covic agreement, was led by SRSG’s Deputy Charles Brayshaw and didn’t include Albanian participants. UNMIK officials tell the papers that the Albanians will attend the future meetings of the group, which might even be held in Belgrade. The papers also inform that UNMIK offers a different version from Serb media regarding the talks during the meeting. 

Serbian Media coverage: Highlights

RTS: The Kosovo Assembly failed to elect the first President of Kosovo

The LDK leader Ibrahim Rugova failed from being elected as the President of Kosovo since only 49 out of 120 deputies in the Kosovo Assembly voted for him in the first round of voting. Rugova was the single presidential candidate. RTS reported that the MPs of the second and third largest ethnic Albanian parties, headed by former KLA commanders Hashim Thaçi and Ramush Haradinaj, boycotted the vote. The 22 assemblymen of the Serbian Coalition Povratak took their ballot papers but did not use them.

Radio B92: UNMIK-FRY Working Group inaugurated

A joint UNMIK-FRY Working Group, which aims to improve the living conditions of the Serbian community in Kosovo in accordance to the Common Document signed in Belgrade, has been inaugurated today in Pristina. The Working Group priorities are the return of displaced persons and more safety for the returnees, Radio B92 reported. Both the Head of the Coordination Center, Nebojsa Covic, and the SRSG Deputy Charles Brayshaw attended the meeting. It has been decided that a special group would be formed within the UNMIK headquarters to establish the fate of the abducted and missing Serbs from Kosovo. The Working Group will meet alternately in Pristina and Belgrade the next meeting being scheduled for January in Belgrade. Covic also met with the COMKFOR, Marcel Valentin.

BETA: Valentin talked with the Albanian political leaders

The COMKFOR, General Marcel Valentin, held a meeting with the leaders of the three largest Albanian parties before the session of the Kosovo Assembly in Pristina. Hashim Thaçi, who was the only one to address reporters after the meeting, said that they discussed the current political situation in Kosovo, the unresolved issue of Kosovska Mitrovica, the abolishing of enclaves in the province, and a greater control of borders with Serbia. “We also discussed the overcoming of various political issues as well as the building of democratic institutions in Kosovo,” Beta quoted Thaçi.

Blic: The Northern Alliance arrested an Australian citizen who was a member of the Al Qaeda and the KLA

Darrell Williams, the Australian State Prosecutor, declared that the Northern Alliance arrested an Australian citizen who was a member of the Al Qaeda terrorist network. Williams stressed that this 26-years old Australian from Adelaide used to be a member of the Kosovo Liberation Army, Blic reported. The State Prosecutor assessed that the arrested Australian was better connected to the Al Qaeda terrorist network than the American citizen John Walker, who was arrested few weeks before him.

