HEADLINES

19 March 2001

Division of Public Information 

KOHA DITORE

· Macedonia in the verge of an open war (Fighting continued in the Tetovo region for the fifth day in a row. Albanian guerillas and Macedonia security forces are fighting in the suburbs near the town of Tetovo, p. 1)
· War or peace which alternative should be supported (The war that just has started in Macedonia has internationalized the Albanian problem in Macedonia, however the solution must be democratic and peaceful. Stop the war and solve this quarrel in peace, comments Rufi Osmani, pp, 1, 10 and 11)
· Georgijevski accuses America, Germany and Kosovo (Macedonia President addressed the nation, p. 1 and 2)
· Xhaferi: Very soon there can be many dead (Albanian leader warns of an escalation of violence in Macedonia, p. 1 and 4)
· Haradinaj: "We have nothing to do with extremists in Macedonia" ("We all in Kosovo, all political parties think that the conflict in Macedonia does not bring anything good for us, we oppose violence and demand that Macedonians and Albanians solve their problems with talks said AAK Chairman Ramush Haradinaj, p.1 and 4)
· Albania calls Kosovars to distance themselves from pseudo-patriots and pseudo-politicians (An interview with Albanian Foreign Minister Paskal Milo, pp. 1, 6 and 7)
· American troops are ready to confront Albanians (The Washington Post: How do American soldiers feel after two years in Kosovo, p. 1 and 2)
· UÇPMB has not broken the cease fire agreement (News released by Serbian government news agencies that allegedly that a UÇPMB member has been killed is a pure fabrication said Commander Luli, p. 3)
· A bomb in Prizren damages 40 shops (UNMIK police reports that in the incident that happened Sunday morning on person was injured, p.5)
· FRY facing new sanctions (Semminar on The Hague Tribunal ends up with threats towards the FRY, p.8) 

· Municipal seal and our political shame (Adem Demaçi: "Many Albanians on the "Turkish issue" showed their political immaturity", p.11)  

ZËRI

· Gerogievski accuses USA, Germany and Kosovo for aggression (Macedonia President addresses the nation, p. 1 and 2)
· Those that want to lead Kosovo in a bloody path have to be marginalized (Said Kenneth Quinllen Commander of the US troops in Kosovo, p. 1 and 6)
· Kosovo as a hostage (Blerim Shala comments the background of the conflict in Macedonia, p.1)
· Russia and Europe requested that UNMIK is put under Belgrade's control (At the last UN Security Council session Haekkerup joined Washington that general elections have to be held as soon as possible in Kosovo, p.1 and 7)
· Carl Bildt: Demands for constitutional changes are not extremist (If peace is endangered then every thing is endangered including here the possibility for a dialogue regarding the aims we want to achieve, p.1 and 2)
· How did Kosovo's Secret Service function: There were eight sectors, the third one was dedicated to Albanians (Confessions of a former Albanian secret agent, p.1 and 8) 

· NLA: We are not going to enter Tetovo (We are going to keep our positions in the mountains. We are not thinking of entering Tetovo, said a NLA spokesperson for AFP, p.2) 

· Negotiations start this week (UÇPMB has not broken the cease fire agreement, while the wounding of two Serb soldiers is being used by Serb officials and the media to accuse UÇPMB, p.2)
· Albanian families from Tetovo flee in Kaçanik and the nearby villages (Women, children and elderly are fleeing Tetovo while men have stayed behind, said an elderly woman, p.4)
· Russia is trying to remain a factor in the Balkans (Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov will visit Belgrade, Prishtina and Skopje, p.5)
· Why there is no center for documenting Serb crimes in Kosovo (Kosovars and the gathering of facts regarding the Serb crimes in Kosovo, p.7)
· Kosovo's Interim Constitution was drafted according to the will of the Kosovo people (Dardania Association held a tribune in Besianë on the project proposal for Kosovo's Interim Constitution, p.10)  

BOTA SOT 

· Fighting continues in several positions (Fighting continued in the vicinity of Tetovo on the fifth day of the conflict. The intensity was lesser then the previous days, pp. 1, 2, 3, 5, and 11)
· There are volunteers from all the sides, the mountains are full of soldiers (A NLA communiqué, p.1 and 2)
· Around 300 IDP's arrived in Vërmicë (More than 300 Albanians from Gostivar fled to Kosovo, p.1 and 5)
· UNMIK police officers robbed and maltreated (During the last riots in Northern Mitrovica caused by Serb gangs, p.2)
·  Jorda: The criminal Milosevic will be tried only by The Hague Tribunal (An interview with Claude Jorda TPI President for Former Yugoslavia, p. 5)
KOSOVA SOT

· Skopje in alarm, Tetovo under sedge (Macedonian President Georgievski announces extraordinary situation, UÇK announces that it does not want to cease the city, it wants a dialogue. UÇK appoints its political representative, regardless of many oppositions, Macedonian Council makes decisions for solving the crisis, p.1 and 3)
· Military help of neighbor states endangers Macedonia (“Macedonia has always referred to its neighbor states with the saying ‘four wolves that surround it’. In this case, I believe that Macedonia by requesting help from two wolves, Greece and Bulgaria, will make a big mistake”, stated Bob Churcher from International Crisis Group, p.1 and 5)
· UÇK is a result of discriminating the Albanians for many years (PDK gathers its local heads and discusses the political and security situation in Kosovo and in the region, p.2)
· The latest negative developments are convenient to the radicals (“These latest acts damage and darken USA’s support for Kosovo. Our devotion to Kosovo is strong and deep and we believe that it is based on the joint values of the people here and the people in the US. It would be a tragedy for the majority here in case these few extremists acts would destroy this support”, stated Christopher Dell, head of American Office in an interview given to the paper, p.4)
· Xhaferi: we do not want to unite with Kosovo (Albanian leader in Macedonia Arbën Xhaferi informed the German daily Welt am Sonntag, broadcasted by DW that Macedonia’s Albanians do not want to unite with Kosovo, they want to live in their own state inside the Macedonian territory, p.5)
· Albanian houses under fire (fighting intensifies in Tetovo and the villages around it, p.2)
· Georgievski: aggression toward Macedonia (Macedonian government, respectively its Prime Minister Lupco Georgievski accused the west of refusing to act against Albanian guerillas, p.3)
· Solana mediates in the conflict (Macedonian medias inform on European Union Senior Officer Javier Solana arrives today in Skopje in order to intervene and calm the situation, p.2)
RILINDJA

· Why talks do not begin in Macedonia (a report on Macedonia being threatened to dissolve with a bloody war, where apart from the local population, even the neighbors will most probably get involved, p.1)
· Fights come near the city (the level of the war along Tetovo highlands  has measurably increased, p.2)
· Solana in Skopje, Kerim in Brussels (in order to convince himself on the efforts the Macedonian government is making for preventing the turmoil in this country, European Union Senior Officer Javier Solana arrives in Skopje and on the same day Chief of Macedonian Diplomacy Serdjan Kerim arrives in Brussels, p.2)
· Conflicts in Macedonia – Milosevic’s war (the analysts of German Tages Spiegel evaluate that although Milosevic is not in regime any longer, the consequences of his reign have incited conflicts in Macedonia, p.2)
· Georgievski closed the half possibility for dialogue the west provided (Macedonian Prime Minister Serdjan Georgievski addressed to the Macedonian and foreign opinion and Kosovo and the Kosovars fro the aggression upon Macedonia, and the Albanians of Macedonia for inner diversion, he accused German and US governments for aggression upon Macedonia and all western democrats for “creating new tally bans in Europe”, p.3)
· Amendment of Albanian deputies for changing the Constitution was not accepted (Macedonian Parliament confirmed conclusions with which it leaves open war and political dialogue in Macedonia, p.3)
· Yes to peace agreement and demilitarization and no to violence (more than 10.000 Albanians gathered in Presevo, p.5)
· Ali Mehmetaj- UÇK representative in talks with Skopje (UÇK warriors appointed their political representative, p.3)
GAZETA E RE  

· A united Mitrovica before the elections (UNMIK Administrator in Kosovo Hans Haekkerup is reminded to solve the problem of Mitrovica before the general elections in Kosovo take place, p.1 and 5)
· UÇK: we do not want to cease Tetovo, we want a dialogue with the Macedonian authorities (“we want to keep our positions here in the highlands, we have no intention of taking over Tetovo”, stated UÇK spokesman, p.2)
· Tetovo under sedge (Macedonian Prime Minister informed on police curfew beginning from 1900 hours until 6 in the morning, this order will be carried out until a new one is given, p.1)
· Macedonian refugees (the tense situation in Macedonia increased the number of Albanians, who abandoned their land and homes due to the insecurity there. International and Albanian organisms do not give an exact number of refugees, p.7)   
