                                                      HEADLINES

**1. SRSG Haekkerup might not return to Kosovo**2. IAC doesn’t unite Albanian leaders**3. Rugova considers coalition with non-Serb minorities**4.Erhard Busek says Kosovars should build their institutions as soon as possible**5. Haekkerup and Valentin assure Vitia municipal assembly that Kosovo’s territory will remain unchanged**6. Kosovo Budget 2002 to be endorsed by UNMIK**7. Italian President to visit Kosovo today

1. Quoting international sources, Koha Ditore reports that the Kosovo Chief Administrator is leaving the post of the Special Representative of the Secretary General in Kosovo. An international official told the paper that Haekkerup wouldn’t return to Kosovo. The reasons of such decision are still not known. Though such information circulated among the staff members of the international administration in Kosovo, none of its officials could confirm whether Haekkerup would not return to Kosovo. “There are no substantial facts that prove such a decision,” UNMIK Director of Information Simon Haselock told the paper.

2. Under the subtitle “Another opportunity to resume negotiations on co-governance fails”, Zëri reports that almost nothing happened during Thursday’s meeting of the Interim Administrative Council. The only political leader that attended the meeting, Ramush Haradinaj, said afterwards that the issue of co-governance couldn’t have been treated properly. 

3. A coalition between the Democratic League of Kosovo and non-Serb political entities seems to be Ibrahim Rugova’s current option, Zëri reports. Nekibe Kelmendi, LDK senior official, said that the talks between Rugova and Numan Balic, the leader of the biggest non-Serb minority entity, have to be welcomed if they help unblock the work of the assembly. On the other hand, Balic claims that he would rather prefer a coalition between the Albanian political parties, however he doesn’t exclude an agreement between the LDK and minority parties.

4. During a speech in front of Prishtina University students and professors, Erhard Busek, the upcoming Stability Pact Coordinator expressed reserves regarding the future of Kosovo and its final status, however he firmly stated that without a final solution to the Albanian cause in the Balkans, there would be no stability in the region, the dailies report.

5. A considerable part of the territory of Vitia municipality now belongs to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, following an agreement between the Serbian and Macedonian Government and the endorsement of the United Nations, and that was the pretext of the third letter sent by SRSG Hans Haekkerup to Vitia municipal assembly. “No country is authorized to partially or after an agreement with another country change Kosovo’s borders,” Haekkerup wrote. On the other hand, during a visit to the municipality, COMKFOR Valentin promised municipal assembly chairman that the matter would be raised in KFOR and UNMIK highest instances, Koha Ditore reports.

6. The regulation on the budget 2002 will be endorsed by UNMIK before the New Year, in the absence of the government, UNMIK Spokeswoman Susan Manuel said during a press briefing in Prishtina. The budget will include 373 million euros, of which only 15 million will be donor funds, whereas the other incomes will be generated in Kosovo. The new budget will reportedly include pensions, Zëri reports. The paper on page one carried a column by Zenun Çelaj titled “With a budget, without a government”. “The Kosovo Budget, one of the main tasks of the legislation, due to the absence of the government, will be endorsed by UNMIK. This will be the third budget endorsed by the UN mission in Kosovo, this time despite the existence of the long anticipated Kosovo Assembly,” Çelaj wrote.

7. Referring to sources at UNMIK, Bota Sot reports that the Italian President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi will visit Kosovo today. During his visit, Ciampi will reportedly meet with LDK leader Ibrahim Rugova and the KFOR Italian troops deployed in Peja. 

Serbian media coverage: Highlights

RTS: About 100.000 Serb homes usurped in Kosovo  

Close to 100.000 Serb apartments and houses in Kosovo have been usurped and 6.000 demands for the return of their property have been filed with the Housing and Property Directorate (HPD). RTS reported that an UNMIK source confirmed that these demands included 90 percent cases of Serbs trying to reclaim their property seized by ethnic Albanians since June 1999, when KFOR arrived in Kosovo.

BKTV: The Serbian Government has appointed Governors of the districts in Kosovo

The Serbian Government has officially appointed the Governors of the districts in Kosovo, BKTV reported. Dragan Velic became the Governor of the Central Kosovo District; Ivica Zlatanovic the Governor of the Kosovsko-Pomoravski District and Dragan Kalaba has been appointed for the Kosovska Mitrovica District.

Danas: UNMIK would continue to administer Kosovo, says Schmuch

UNMIK official Michael Schmuch told reporters that UNMIK would continue to administer Kosovo if the President and the Government of Kosovo were not elected; Danas conveyed the German Deutsche Welle Radio report. 

Blic: Stolen cars go to Kosovo

Dragan Bradic, Head of the Anti-car theft Unit of the Nis Police, told Blic that the vast majority of the stolen vehicles in the district of Nis ended up in Kosovo. "This is where our problem starts. The biggest problem is the present status of Kosovo, because behind the administrative boundary line we cannot chase thieves and find stolen vehicles.  However, negotiations with UNMIK officials are underway and we hope they will be fruitful", says Bradic.

Radio B92: A former commander of the NLA killed in Kosovo  

A former leader of the disbanded National Liberation Army, better known as a Commander Hodza, has been killed near Vitia in Kosovo, Radio B92 reported. Commander Hodza, whose real name was Sacir Dzezairi, was from the village of Aracinovo near the Macedonian capital of Skopje. The former leader of the NLA was wounded in the village of Mogila near Vitia and first admitted to a local hospital before being transferred to the US base hospital in Camp Bondsteel. Another Albanian from Aracinovo, Sulejman Ajvazi, is suspected for the murder.
