                                                      HEADLINES

**1. Rugova: Ramush Haradinaj didn’t want to make a government together**2. Who are Bin Laden’s men in Kosovo**3. EU and FRY form Consultative Task Force**4. Shala: Kosovo’s identity**5. Next Kosovo Assembly session to be held on 10th January**6. Busek claims the international community doesn’t know how to solve Kosovo’s problem**
1. Koha Ditore on page six carried an interview that LDK leader Ibrahim Rugova gave to radio Deutsche Welle. During the interview, Rugova who is also candidate for Kosovo President, spoke of the constitution of the parliament, the election of the president, his contacts with Ramush Haradinaj, whether he needs the Serb votes, why a coalition with the Serbs isn’t good, why there is no strategy for Mitrovica, why he doesn’t visit Tirana and the reasons why he will be elected president. 

2. Three persons were arrested by NATO peacekeepers and international police officers in Kosovo during raids on the offices of the Islamic humanitarian organization “Global Relief Foundation”, Koha Ditore reports. The KFOR peacekeepers issued a press release later on saying that the operation was an element orchestrated throughout the world and coordinated with the governments and law enforcement authorities, against the offices of the Global Relief Foundation and other organizations suspected of supporting international terrorism. 

3. Zëri on the front page reports that the European Union has formed the EU – FRY Consultative Task Force as a preparatory stage of integrating the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia – Montenegro – Kosovo) into the European Union. According to the paper, the recently established task force held a meeting on 23rd July this year in Belgrade, with representatives from Belgrade and Podgorica, whereas Kosovo wasn’t represented in the meeting. 

4. Zëri on page one carried a column by its editor-in-chief Blerim Shala titled “Kosovo’s identity”, in which he commented on an eventual political agreement on co-government before the New Year. “We’re not dealing with the final status of Kosovo, but with a transitional status, which also requires a specific political treatment by western important institutions” Shala wrote.

5. Nexhat Daci, Kosovo Assembly President, plans to call on the next session of the Kosovo Assembly on the 10th January. Daci told Koha Ditore that there are no changes in the stance of the three main political parties and that an agreement wouldn’t be reached soon, at least not before the end of the year.

6. Asked by the Vienna-based Profil if it is valuable to create new states in the region, referring to Kosovo and Montenegro, new Stability Pact Coordinator Erhard Busek said that in Kosovo’s case the decision rests on the international community, but that it doesn’t know how to solve the problem, Koha Ditore reports. On the other hand, Kosova Sot carried an article titled “Busek: Kosovo should be independent”. Busek emphasized that in the near future Kosovo should be a state. During an interview for Der Spiegel, Busek also spoke of the need for Kosovo to be independent and led by a responsible government. 

Serbian Media coverage: Highlights

Blic: We did a great job, says Nebojsa Covic on the first anniversary of the Coordination Center

Head of the Coordination Center Nebojsa Covic said that a great job had been done in that region (southern Serbia) in the past twelve months.  Covic pointed out that the crisis that threatened to culminate with bloodshed was settled peacefully. Blic cited Covic’s statement on the occasion of the first anniversary of that body stressing that "in the period of one year, weapons have been taken away from the extremist groups, the trust of the Albanian community has been restored and a great job has been done with media.  Apart from the Coordination Center, contribution of the Yugoslav Army is also enormous", Covic said. "The next step is a revival of the economy in this part of Serbia", Covic concluded.

Radio B92: Top-level talks failed to resolve dispute between the SNC of Northern Kosovo and Covic 

A delegation of the Serb National Council of Northern Kosovo and employees of the Kosovska Mitrovica Health Center held talks with top Yugoslav and Serbian officials regarding the dismissal of the Health Center management team. Talks involved Vojislav Kostunica, Zoran Djindjic and Nebojsa Covic. Following the talks Milan Ivanovic claimed that Kostunica backed the delegation’s stand that dismissals were politically motivated. According to Ivanovic, Kostunica reiterated that Kosovo Serbs "should not be divided into those who took part to the elections and those who didn’t." Radio B92 reported that Ivanovic claimed that Zoran Djindjic said he knew nothing of the new appointments in the Health Center since the Government simply accepts Covic’s recommendations. "Amazingly, Covic said he did not personally know the people (who have been appointed)" said Ivanovic. Covic assured Ivanovic that the Coordination Center would look into the matter. Ivanovic, skeptical of such assurances, said the protests would continue. 

Vecernje Novosti: Members of an Islamic charity organization arrested in Kosovo on suspicion they planned terrorist operations in the USA and Europe

KFOR spokesman Daz Slaven told the media that a number of people had been detained and documents and equipment seized from the offices of the Global Relief Foundation in Pristina and Djakovica. "This organization is suspected of supporting worldwide terrorist activities and is allegedly involved in planning attacks against targets in the USA and Europe," said Slaven. The Global Relief Foundation has strenuously denied the allegations. The Global Relief Foundation is based in Chicago and its European headquarters are in Brussels, Vecernje Novosti reported

Tanjug: The LDK would not give in to Thaçi’s and Haradinaj’s  demands, says Kelmendi 

The LDK Vice President Nekibe Kelmendi told BBC that Ibrahim Rugova would not give in to demands of the other two Kosovo Albanian parties - Hashim Thaçi’s PDK and Ramush Haradinaj's AAK - because it had already offered them more than they deserved, Tanjug conveyed the BBC World Service report. 

Glas: The US Ambassador said that the status of Kosovo would not be changed in the near future

The US Ambassador William Montgomery told Radio Belgrade that the status of Kosovo would not be changed in the near future. "However, this issue remains open", Glas quoted Montgomery’s statement to the Serbian national radio.

Radio Belgrade 1: Kosovo independence is not a main issue or an ultimatum, assesses Nano

President of the ruling Albanian Socialist Party, Fatos Nano told Radio Belgrade 1 that Albanians did not aspire to live together in a single state, but rather wished to become full-fledged Europeans.  Nano added that the independence of Kosovo was not a main issue or an ultimatum.  "Kosovo has been stabilized with the help of the international democratic community. Practice will show how democracy works", Nano concluded.
