UN Mission in Kosovo

Department of Public Information

28 December 2001






HEADLINES

1. UNMIK Chief arrived yesterday, leaves today**2. Political parties hold separate stances regarding Haekkerup’s long vacation**3.Krasniqi claims Daci told the PDK to vote Rugova for Kosovo President**4. Kostunica invites Rugova for talks**5. Shala: The politician who is a relict of the past**

1. All dailies carried reports on the return of SRSG Hans Haekkerup to Kosovo. In its report, Koha Ditore wrote that UNMIK officials kept secret the reasons of Haekkerup’s one-day stay in Prishtina. The international officials didn’t announce Haekkerup’s arrival, and they also didn’t inform on an eventual decision which Haekkerup might make during his stay in Prishtina. UNMIK spokesman Sunil Narula told the paper that Haekkerup has arrived in Prishtina in order to attend to some urgent matters. Narula also assures that Haekkerup is not leaving the post of the chief of the international administration, even though this is a short stay. 

2. Under the subtitle “Does the absence of UNMIK Chief create a vacuum in Kosovo”, Zëri reports that the Kosovar political parties hold separate stance regarding Haekkerup’s stay in Prishtina. LDK officials think that Haekkerup’s vacation is understood as a demonstration of respect for the political factor and a fact that he has confidence that it wouldn’t create vacuum in Kosovo. On the other hand, PDK and AAK officials claim that Haekkerup’s departure from Kosovo, without even informing IAC members, was irresponsible that would impact on the establishment of Kosovo institutions.

3. Jakup Krasniqi, senior official of the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK), claims that during the meeting with the Kosovo Assembly President Nexhat Daci, the later had asked the PDK officials to vote Ibrahim Rugova as Kosovo President, Koha Ditore reports. Krasniqi said that Daci’s meetings with the parliamentarians, except for the good will, couldn’t bring an enormous value to the process of co-governance, because according to Krasniqi, Daci’s competencies for talks are very limited. “The key of talks is not in the parliament, it is not in the hands of the assembly president, it is in the hands of the leader of the Democratic League of Kosovo,” Krasniqi said. On the other hand, Zëri also reported on the meeting under a headline “PDK expresses respect for Daci’s initiative, but claims that Rugova has the formula”. 

4. Quoting information broadcast by the Belgrade-based Beta news agency, Koha Ditore and Zëri report that the Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica has sent an invitation to the leader of the Democratic League of Kosovo, Ibrahim Rugova, for talks regarding Kosovo’s future and Serb-Albanian relations. 

5. Zëri on page one carried a column by editor-in-chief Blerim Shala, in which he wrote: “The relicts of the past. In this way, FRY President Vojislav Kostunica assessed the insistence and conditions of the US for the financial aid for Belgrade to be linked with the intensified cooperation of the regime with the Hague Tribunal. It is well known that Belgrade thinks that when Milosevic was sent to The Hague the job with the tribunal was over. Kostunica and Lubco Georgievski are surely the biggest anti-western politicians in the Balkans, who have the biggest support of the west.”

Serbian media coverage: Highlights

Radio B92: Kostunica invites Rugova to talks

 
The Yugoslav president has invited the “true leader” of Kosovo Albanians, Ibrahim Rugova, to attend talks on the future of the province. Kostunica said he was renewing an invitation for Ibrahim Rugova that was issued immediately following the overthrow of the former regime. Vojislav Kostunica assessed at a press conference that UNMIK and KFOR would not stay in Kosovo “forever,” whereas Serbs and Albanians would. This is why “a solution should be sought by our mutual agreement, regardless of how painful this path may be,” Radio B92 quoted Kostunica.

RTS: The Air Safety Zone reduced 

The Air Safety Zone has been narrowed from 25km to 10km, on the basis of an agreement signed in Merdare by the COMKFOR Marcel Valentine and the Commander of the Joint Security Forces general Momcilo Momcilovic. The President of the Coordination Center for Kosovo and Southern Serbia, Nebojsa Covic, said that the Air Safety Zone would be completely relaxed by spring, RTS reported.

BKTV: A plan for “survival and return” of Serbs to Kosovo is under way, says Covic

Head of the Coordination Center for Kosovo, Nebojsa Covic said that drawing up a plan for "survival and return" of Serbs to Kosovo is under way, adding that the plan would be realised over the next two years. Covic told a press conference in Leskovac that a Coordination Center expert team has already drafted up one third of the plan. He said the plan must encompass freedom of movement, security and improved living conditions for the returnees, BKTV reported. "Our team is working in cooperation with the UNMIK office, which took on a new director specifically charged with the task of survival and return of Serbs to Kosovo," said Covic. 

Nacional: Musliu warns Covic that there will be no peace in South of Serbia without the UCPBM  

The commander of the demilitarized UCPBM Shefqet Musliu said that he had warned Nebojsa Covic that there would be no peace in Presevo, Bujanovac and Medvedja if the agreement they had signed was not carried out, Nacional conveyed and front-paged Musliu’s interview to Zeri. Musliu said that he had warned Covic, whom he "recently" met in Bujanovac, that no agreement, which he would eventually reach with Presevo Major Riza Halimi, would be valid without the participation of the UCPBM. "Representatives of the international community are also aware of this," said Musliu 

Glas Javnosti: We are willing to wait for Albanians to master the rules of democracy, says Covic

Nebojsa Covic, said that representatives of the Coalition Povratak still considered the ministries in the future Kosovo Government. “There is no reason for us to hurry and we are willing to wait for Albanians to master the rules of democracy,” Glas Javnosti quoted Covic. He pointed out that it was early to say how many ministers in the future Kosovo Government would belong to the Coalition Povratak.

