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HEADLINES

1. Surroi: The future is not what it was**2. Shala: Waiting for the government that will Kosovo a state**3. Haradinaj: The deserved win**4. Maliqi: The escape of Kosovo’s monarch**5. Rugova: Three postwar friends: Ibrahim, Hashim and Ramush**6. Haradinaj: Kosovo is suffering due to the inexperience of politicians**

1. For New Year’s edition in 1999, as for any other edition of this time of the year, I found it difficult to choose the most important subject I had to treat. Amidst the evident solution, though the topic of war and peace was very simple, I choose the Euro. The basic subtitle wrote that regardless of the developments regarding Kosovo’s status, we would tomorrow use the Euro, the currency which represents an unprecedented development in European history, the integration, writes Veton Surroi in a column for Koha Ditore.

2. With NATO and the Euro, without an international administrator, without a president and a prime minister and without a government, Kosovo enters 2002. The year that can be crucial for the fate of Kosovo, writes Blerim Shala in a commentary for Zëri.

3. “It was a day that united us all, the great day of this year, 17th November. I imagined it as the day of our turning points, as the day when Kosovo entered a much clearer period of its development, they day when Kosovo won its internationally-recognized Parliament and strengthened the foundations of the state, the day when Kosovo proved its democratic orientation. It was a long-awaited and deserved victory, writes AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj in an editorial for Zëri.

4. Koha Ditore on page three carried a commentary by Shkelzen Maliqi titled “The escape of Kosovo’s monarch” in which he wrote: “Kosovo is temporarily without a chief administrator. However, there will be no vacuum in the protecting government. Deputy Charles Brayshaw will head UNMIK until a new “monarch” is appointed for Kosovo.”

5. Koha Ditore on page seven carried the portraits of the three Kosovar leaders Ibrahim Rugova, Hashim Thaçi and Ramush Haradinaj. “The elections were held in November, but Kosovo still doesn’t have its government nor its president. The reasons for this could maybe be found in the portraits of the three Kosovar leaders.” 

6. “The fact that we still don’t have a president, that we still don’t have a government and that nothing functions, is a consequence of the inexperience for better cooperation between the Albanian political parties. Until now we were always helped or supported by the international community in our developments and now for the first time we found ourselves in front of obligations and we cannot find the right solution, therefore we lack an experience of mutual cooperation,” said AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj in an interview for Koha Ditore.

