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Kosovo Media Highlights

 
 
Haradinaj: Opposition will call new protests soon (Kosova Sot)
The leader of the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK), Ramush Haradinaj, told Pristina-based broadcaster KTV that the opposition will not give up on their demands. He stressed that the opposition will call for new protests soon, despite the fact that there were incidents in the last protest. According to him, protests will not stop until the resignation of the government. In regards to border demarcation with Montenegro, he said no expert in the world could change his stance on this issue. 
 
PDK appeals for dialogue within institutions (Epoka e Re)
The leadership of the Democratic Party of Kosovo (PDK), discussed on Wednesday during its regular meeting the recent developments in Kosovo. The leadership stressed the need for complete normalization of the political situation and creation of the conditions for functioning institutions, in accordance with the Constitution, laws and democratic norms. A press release issued after the meeting reads: “The Democratic Party of Kosovo expresses faith that the solution of the current situation should be found through political dialogue in Kosovo’s institutions and it appeals to the entire political spectrum for an institutional dialogue among parties, without any exclusion.” 
The press release further stresses determination of the PDK to strengthen the partnership with the international community, implement international agreements in accordance with the Constitution of Kosovo, and strengthen the partnership with the Democratic League of Kosovo. The party condemned violence towards the institutions and called on the people of Kosovo to distance themselves from it. 
 
Opposition: Jahjaga’s commission, meaningless (Zeri)
The opposition parties consider as meaningless the initiative of President Atifete Jahjaga to establish an international committee that would review the process of the demarcation of the border with Montenegro. The opposition is seeking the dismissal of the current Commission and the withdrawal of the agreement on border demarcation. “After the dismissal of the Commission and annulment of the agreement, the government should resign because it has lost its legitimacy,” said Frasher Krasniqi, spokesperson for Vetevendosje. According to him, Kosovo loses eight thousand hectares of land with the current agreement.  Activists of the three opposition parties yesterday held a symbolic action in front of the government building, calling for government’s resignation.  They placed some posters on the government fence with the inscription "Crime scene: violators of Constitution stay here". 
 
The North reject census despite the “bargaining” with government (Koha)
The population and agriculture census in Kosovo’s four northern municipalities with Serb majority, planned for 2016, might fail. The local representatives of these municipalities, supported by Serbia, have requested the return of the displaced population prior to the census. They expressed their disagreement even after the government gave in on increasing the number of the advisers at Zvecan and Zubin Potok municipalities, which was a set condition for the census. Information officer of the Statistics Agency of Kosovo, Hazbije Qeriqi, also confirmed that the census planned for the end of the year will depend on some factors, mentioning cooperation of the mayors of four northern municipalities as being one of them. 
 
Serbian Patriarch requests to defend Kosovo even by force (RTKlive)
The Austrian daily Die Presse reported that head of the Serbian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Irinej, has requested to defend Serbian interests in Kosovo with all forces. “Unfortunately, the truth has to be defended even by violence,” said Irinej on Saturday for Jedinstvo. “We pray never to lose this part of our country, we have to protect them even by force. Serbia and its Church consider Kosovo its sacred place, where every inch of the land was wetted with the blood of the best sons, daughters and children of our nation,” the Patriarch is quoted as saying.  
 
Indictment filed against Enver Hasani (dailies)
The Special Prosecution of Kosovo (SPRK) yesterday filed an indictment against former President of the Constitutional Court, Enver Hasani.  Hasani is accused of the criminal offence of falsifying official documents and misuse of official position. Due to lack of evidence, the prosecution dropped the investigation against the current President of the Constitutional Court, Arta Rama-Hajrzi, who was also investigated for falsifying official documents. 
 
Ahtisaari and Bildt might engage to mediate Kosovo crisis (Koha)
The Austrian-daily Der Standard wrote in an article published on Wednesday that a mediator is needed to end the current political crisis in Kosovo. Without mentioning any sources, Der Standard writes that the mediator should not necessarily be from an EU country, but someone like Marti Ahtisaari or Carl Bildt. “One of the options is also to engage the Venice Commission,” reports Der Standard. According to this daily, the agreement on Association/Community of Serb-majority municipalities is being opposed because the government of Kosovo negotiated this agreement behind closed doors. The daily also writes the only political party in Kosovo that focuses on real problems is the Vetevendosje Movement, which is being ignored by the international community.
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News
 
Indictment filed against Enver Hasani
(Most monitored broadcasters, KTV)
 
The Special Prosecution of Kosovo filed an indictment against Enver Hasani, the former President of the Constitutional Court, for two criminal offences: falsification of official document and misuse of official post. 
 
Hasani is accused of taking an illegal decision in the case of appointment of three judges of the Constitutional Court.
 
The Prosecution dropped the investigations against Arta Rama Hajrizi, the current President of the Constitutional Court, for falsification of an official document due to lack of evidence. 
 
Investigations in this case started last year after the report which was referred by former Ombudsperson Sami Kurteshi, who requested annulment of the decision on legality of appointment of three international judges.
 
Former President of the Constitutional Court, Enver Hasani, reacted after filing of this indictment against him. Hasani said he was informed about it through media.
 
“Let me inform you that even in the most totalitarian systems an indictment is not filed without having a statement from the defendant. Yesterday I was at the Police without a lawyer and I sent the request that the Basic Court is treating for several months now, and there is no verdict about it. I have made it clear to investigators that this was not my statement or silent defence, as the law claims,” Hasani stated.
 
“This is more than revenge against me. Endless arbitrariness,” Hasani added in his reaction.
 
PDK calls for dialogue and election of the President from this party
(RTK1, Klan Kosova)
 
In the evening hours of Wednesday, PDK Presidency held a meeting in its headquarters in Prishtinë/Pristina. Through a press release issued after this meeting, it was stated that PDK highlights the need for full normalisation of political situation and creation of conditions for functioning of country institutions, in line with the Constitutions, laws and democratic norms.
 
According to the release, PDK expresses its belief that solution of current situation must be done through political dialogue in Kosovo institutions, and it calls on the whole political spectrum to institutional inter-party dialogue, without exception.
 
It also states that PDK will reinforce international partnership in the function of state strengthening and implementation of international agreements in line with Kosovo laws and Constitution.
 
PDK also pledges that it will respect the political agreement with coalition partners and in line with constitutional procedures it will nominate its candidate for President, who will be elected at the Assembly of Kosovo, according to constitutional timeframes.
 
In the meantime, Deputy Prime Minister of Kosovo Branimir Stojanovic told RTK2 that Srpska List has not discussed or taken a clear stance in support of Hashim Thaçi’s nomination for President.
 
Haradinaj: Opposition will not stop
(KTV)
 
Opposition will not stop and this is a political threat, the AAK chairperson Ramush Haradinaj told KTV Rubicon show.
 
He emphasised that the authorities do not understand the seriousness of the opposition, but also of the citizens, who will not allow disintegration of Kosovo. 
 
Irrespective to the potential incidents, Haradinaj said that protests will go on, just to prevent the evil for Kosovo. 
 
As far as border demarcation with Montenegro is concerned, Haradinaj said that there is no expert in the world that might change his stance.
 
Tahiri: Demarcation with Serbia will be discussed in this year’s talks
(KTV) 
 
Border demarcation with Serbia is expected to be a topic of discussion in Kosovo’s talks in Brussels. This was confirmed to Kohavision by the Kosovo minister for dialogue, Edita Tahiri.
 
According to her, war reparations, such as the issue of missing persons, return of pensions and compensation for damages that Serbia did in Kosovo are also expected to be discussed over the course of this year. 
 
Tahiri said that they will also focus on implementation of agreements achieved earlier. In this regard, she mentioned free movement, removal of temporary (Proba) vehicle plates, diploma and cadastre records. 
 
She said that efforts will be made to establish a tripartite working group, EU-Kosovo-Serbia, in order to dissolve parallel structures. She insisted that functionalization of the Association will not be done without dissolving of parallel structures.
 
Lumezi requires efficiency in fighting corruption and economic crimes 
(Most monitored broadcasters, KTV)
 
Chief State Prosecutor Aleksandër Lumezi called on all the prosecutors to prove successful in the fight against corruption and economic crimes; at the contrary, they will be punished for unsuccessful completion of their duties.
 
He addressed this request during a meeting he had with prosecutors of Department of Serious Crimes of Prishtinë/Pristina Basic Prosecution as well as with members of the Oversight Commission of the Anti-corruption and Economic Crimes Unit, including sequestration and confiscation of illegal assets. 

According to a press release issued by the State Prosecution, during this meeting, five prosecutors who will work in this unit were assigned to Serious Crime Department.
 
According to the same release, Chief State Prosecutor Lumezi also said that the goal of the establishment of this Unit is to decrease the number of unresolved corruption and economic crime cases, to enhance efficiency, improve cooperation and capacities, including specialisation of prosecutors and regulation of accountability.
 
Ministry for Communities and Return publishes new website only in Serbian 
(Klan Kosova)
 
In Albanian it is called “Ministria për komunitete dhe kthim” (English: Ministry for Communities and Return), but this government sector led by Dalibor Jevtic has chosen to launch a new website for this institution with acronyms of this name in Serbian – MZP (Ministarstvo za zajednice i povratak), along the existing central website - MKK.
 
However, officials of the Ministry for Communities and Return say this is happening because they are moving to the new website which will have three language versions in it.
 
“We intentionally started with the new website and did not deactivate the old one, while we are completing the new website with data from the old one,” said Uros Staletovic, spokesperson of this ministry. 
 
But, Staletovic did not respond why the new website has acronyms in Serbian; however, he announced that it will soon be changed and the electronic address will contain addresses in Albanian, Serbian and English, namely MKK, MZP and MCR.
 
Nevertheless, acronyms of the current website are not the only ones in Serbian. The online application for displaced persons “I want to return” has also been launched in Serbian, too. 
 
At the ministry say that it is a matter of days when this will also be done in Albanian. This application will serve for the displaced persons in Macedonia, Serbia, Montenegro, but also for the ones within Kosovo.
 
Staletovic said that this application is not related to return of persons that migrated in Europe, as the repatriation process is a responsibility of other institutions.
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